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IJ. Brief and Serious Rrasoxs why 


the People called Qvaxers do not 


pay TITHES. 


NASMUCH as we have found it requiſite to 
publiſh our caſe with reſpect to tithe-laws, - 


and the difficulties: and ſufferings we are laid 
under by an act“ lately paſſed, we are appre- 


henſive that this queſtion will naturally ſuggeſt” 
itſelf to many readers, Why then do you not 


pay or ſet out your tithe, and then you will be 


cxempt from the penalties of theſe laws? As we 


An act to amerd and explain an a& made in the thirty- 
third Henry VIII. entitled An act for tithes, &c. - EYE 
2 have 
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have been always ready to render a reaſon for 


our religious principles to ſober enquirers, we Y 
think it expedient, at this ſeaſon, to publiſh ſome FE 
of our reaſons, why for conſcience-ſake we 50 
cannot pay,tithes, as follow, yiz. y 

1. Becauſe tithes were appointed by God, I 
only under the Moſaical law, for the portion of f 
the Levites, in lieu- of their inheritance in the l, 
land of Canaan, as well as for their ſervice in F 
the Temple; which being long aboliſhed and de- , 
ſtroyed, all obligation to pay tithe, as of God's 


appointment, ceaſed therewith. 

2. Becauſe being a part of the ceremonial 
law, which was abrogated for ever by our Sa- 
viour's offering himſelf once for all a propitiatory 
ſacrifice for the fins of the whole world, to pay 
or receive tithes now 1s to continue that in part 
which he came to aboliſh for ever. 

3. Becauſe we are of the judgment all com- 
pulſory maintenance of miniſters is contrary to 
the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, our great Lord and 
Law-giver, who firſt and above all others ſhould 
be heard in this matter, and whoſe injunction 
we are of opinion virtually prohibits the practice 
under the Goſpel, as the ſame is expreſſed in his 
charge to the firſt miniſters thereof : Freely Je 
have received, freely give. 

4. Becauſe we find no precept nor precedent 
in the New Teſtament for the receiving or pay- 
ing of tithes; but on the contrary. we under- 
ſtand the payment of tithes, and all forced main- 
tenance of miniſters, to be in direct oppoſition 
to the Apoſtolical doctrine and practice, as the 
ſame are recorded in the ſacred writings of that 


„Matth. x. 8. | 
; age, 
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age, and evidently appears from the following 
concurring Scriptures :—[. have (faith Paul) co- 
veted no man's filver or gold or apparel ; yea, you 
yourſelves know that theſe hands have miniſtred unto 
my neceſſities, and to thoſe that are. with me“. 
I have fſhewed you, that fo labouring you ought to 
ſupport the aveak ; for ye remember, Aare, our 
labour and travel, for labcuring night and day, be- 
cauſe we would not be chargeable to any of you, ave 
preached unto you the goſpel of God. For we be- 
haved not ourſelves diſorderly among you, neither did 
ave eat any man's bread for nought, but wrought 
with labour and travail night and d.y, that ave 
might not be chargeable to any of you ft. And again, 
What is my reward then? Verily that when I 
preach the Goſpel „I may make the Goſpel of Chriſt 
qvithout charge, that I abuſe not my power in the 
Geſpel ||. And the apoſtle Peter, who well un- 
derſtood his great maſter's mind herein, writes - 
thus to thoſe who had been called to the ſpiritual 
overſight of the churches: Feed the flock of God 
which is among you, taking the overſight thereof, not 
by conſtraint, but willingly, not for filthy lucre, but 
of a ready mind, neither as being lords over God's 
heritage, but being enſamples to the flock g. 

5. Becauſe by eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, particu- 
larly Selden's Hiſtory of Tithes, it appeareth 
that tithes were not claimed or paid in the 
Chriſtian church for the three firſt centuries. 

6. Becauſe tithes were one of the many inno- 
vations and impoſitions introduced into the 


® AQﬀs xx. 213, 34, 27. 
+ 1 ITheſl. ii 9. 
| 2 Theſl. iii. 7, 8. 

x Cor, ix 18, 19. 
0 1 Pet. v. 2, z. 


Church 


rejected, withſtood and teſ 
Reformation or return from the apoſtacy. 
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Church in the night of groſs darkneſs and apoſ. 
tacy from the original purity, and as ſuch to he 
tified againſt in the 


7. Becauſe tithes for the ſole uſe of the pariſh 
prieſt obtained not 'till about the thirteenth cen- 
tury, when they were appointed to be ſo paid by 
a decretal epiſtle of Pope Innocent III. 

8. Becauſe the ordinance of the Pope, direct. 
ing the payment thereof, appears a plain contra- 
diction to the ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe 
ordinances in point of conſcience we are bound 
to obey. | 

But we find it is urged againſt us, „ that the 
clergy do not now claim tithe by divine right, 


but as the proviſion for their ſupport appointed 


by the laws of the land; that although they were 


formerly granted by princes or people bigotted 
to popery, and blinded by miſguided zeal, or 


paid in compliance with the ordinances of popes 


cr popiſh councils; yet being now the grant 


of the parliament, and the payment thereof by 


the legiſlature ordaingd and made a part of the 


laws of the land, it is the duty of all as ſubjects 
to comply therewith, and pay or ſet out their 


tithe as the law directs.” 

To this we anſwer, that we have aſſerted in 
our caſe juſt publiſhed, and are ſincere in it, that 
we pay all due reſpect to the laws of the land; 


and where, for conſcience-ſake, we cannot ar- 


not thought it unreaſonable or unbecoming us 


tively comply with the law, we have patiently 
ſubmitted to the penalties annexed to the non- 
compliance therewith z and when theſe penalties 
become grievous, we have, with proper reſpect, 


to 
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to lay our fuffering caſe before parliament, in 
order to ſeek redreſs. | 

But this objection appears to us more ſpecious 
than ſolid. 'The national laws in this particular 
are grounded on confiderations inadmiſſible by 
us; they enforce the payment of tithes on the 
fuppoſition of divine right, as* « due to God and 
holy church ;”? whoever therefore claims tithe by 
the laws, virtually claims them as due by divine 
right, for the law (as far as we underſtand 
grants them on no other conſideration, an 
therefore our reaſons againſt paying them are 
not invalidated by the reafoning of ſuch as urge 
the law of the land againſt us. | 

Yet further, our feruple is really conſcientious. 
We think our Saviour hath utterly aboliſhed 
tithes, with the ceremonial law to which they 
belonged, and hath virtually prohibited all ex- 
torted maintenance to goſpel miniſters ; that his 
immediate followers fo believed and fo acted is 
evident to us from the whole tenor of their 
writings z that his authority in his church is ſu- 
perior to every human authority, we preſume 
will be univerſally allowed; that no man or 
body of men as men are infallible is a proteſtant 
principle; and that neither the magiſtrate nor 
the legiſlature, more than any other men, can 
anſwer for our doing or omitting what in con- 
ſcience we believe to be our duty. 

On theſe clear principles we think ourſelves 
juſtified in not paying tithes; in with-holding 
our active compliance with the laws of the land 
which enjoin us to pay them, and, declining vo- 
luntarily to contribute in any way to the forced 


* Preamble to the act thirty-ſecond Henry VIII. f i 
uppoit 
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ſupport of miniſters: On the ſame principles, 
we allow no ſtipends, for the ſupport of our 
own. 

We admit the power of the civil magiſtrate 
and the obligation of human laws their full ſcope 
in civil ſociety, as far as they regard meerly civil 
matters, and ſo far we pay full ſubmiſſion thereto, 
reſerving to God the things which are God's, par- 
ticularly the ſole dominion over the conſcience ; 
whoever will carry his reaſoning from the force of 
human laws farther than this, in our apprehenſion, 
will extend it beyond the limits of ſcripture, of 
the principles of the chriſtian religion, and thoſe 
of the reformation. | 

From ſcripture, where human laws contradiCt- 
ed the divine law in the conſcience, we have 
ſundry inſtances of divine approbation attending 
the preferring of the divine law. 

Firſt, in the caſe of Shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abednego, who refuſed compliance with the 
king's decree in falling down to worſhip the 
golden image; 2dly, of Daniel, who in diſobedi- 
ence to the law of the Medes and Perſians, with 
his windows open towards Jeruſalem, prayed and 
gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime. 
3dly, In that of Peter and John, who, when 
commanded by the rulers of ,the Jews to ſpeak 
no more in the name of Jeſus, durſt not yield 
obedience to their command, reafoning thus, 
Whether it be right in the fight of God to hearken 
unto you more than to God, judge ye *®. On this 
principle the chriſtian martyrs ſealed their teſ- 
timony with their blood, and on this principle the 
Proteſtant reformers expired in the midſt of the 
flames. | 


Acts, 4, 19. 
ke | We. 
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We truſt this objection is now fully anſwered 
on inconteſtable principles, and that no injurious 
inſinuations can be fairly drawn from our reaſon- 
ing, as if we meant any parallel between the 
rulers of thoſe times, and our own: We are 
fully ſenſible of our obligation to the preſent go- 
vernment, for their indulgences to us: Our 
conduct ſpeaks our diſpoſition: To facts, as 
the beſt witneſſes thereof, we appeal for the 
uprightneſs of our intentions; to thoſe intruſted 
with the ſword of magiſtracy, we dare refer 
ourſelves for a teſtimony of our peaceable demea- 
nour and ready obedience to legal rule. | 

The lifpenfation of the goſpel of Chriſt, as he 
delivered it to the world, pure and unmixed 
'with the inventions and contrivances of human 
wiſdom and ſelfiſh policy, we highly reverence ; 
being convinced that thereby ſhadows and cere- 
monies are aboliſhed, and the ſubſtance of reli- 

ion introduced, the clouds of darkneſs and er- 
ror diſpelled from the human mind, ſanctification 
is witneſſed, and life and immortality are brought 
to light; and though men may change, this diſ- 
penſation changes not, but ſtill breathes its own 
original language; firſt, Glory t God in the 
higheſt; and ſecondly, On earth peace and good 
will towards men;” a diſpenſation too high and 
too pure to admit of being blended with gold, 
and too ſtrong in itſelf to ſtand in need of tem- 
poral proviſions or revenues to ſupport the mini- 
iters thereof. | | | 

We are no deſpiſers of the miniſters of the 
Goſpel ; we have them in honourable eſteem for 
their work's ſake; we account the elders worthy 
of double honour, eſpecially thoſe who labour in 
word and doctrine; but our ſentiments as to the 
qualifications, call, work and wages of goſpel 

| miniſters 
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miniſters are perhaps ſingular, and peculiar to 
ourſelves, but we truſt quite conſiſtent with the 
doctrine of the New Teſtament. 

We eſteem good natural parts and a capacious 
underſtanding valuable accompliſhments, and 
gifts of the creator of mankind for great and 
| 2's purpoſes, and that they may be made 

ighly ſubſervient to promote the welfare of men 
in the beſt ſenſe, if in gratitude to this benefi. 
cent giver of every good and perfect gift they be 
devoted to the ends for which he gave them, 
viz. the advancement of religion and virtue, We 
are no deſpiſers of learning, or the knowledge 
df uſeful arts under a proper reſtriction and re- 
gulation; yet think neither the one nor the 
other, nor both together, of themſelves ſufficient 
to qualify any man to be a miniſter of the goſ- 

I; we believe with Elihu, that there is a ſpirit 
in man, and the inſpirotion of the Almighty giveth 
him undenſtunding ; we believe alſo with the 
Apoſtle Paul, hat the things of Cod knoweth m 
man but by the ſpirit of God+ ; we believe that the 
inſpiration or influence of the Holy Ghoſt is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, even to men of the brighteſt 
natural abilities and moſt extenſive human ac- 
compliſhments ; that the latter without the ſor- 
mer are inſufficient to qualify any man to preach 
acceptably and availingly that goſpel whereby 
life and immortality are brought to light ; that the 
former, viz. the inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
is of itſelf ſufficient to qualify even the illiterate 
to ſpeak with wiſdom ſuperior to that of human 
learning, which ſentiments are agreeable to the 
apoſtles doctrines, particularly the following: 


* Job xxxii. 8. 
+ 2 Cor, ii. 11, ; 
Which 
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Which things alſo we feat, not in the words which 


man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Gho 
teacheth, comparing ſpiritual things with ſpiritual : 
But the natural man veceiveth not the things f God, 
for they are fooliſhneſs unto him ; neither can he know 
them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned *. 

No man can ſay that Feſus is the Lord but by the 
Holy Ghoſt +. if any man ſpeak let him ſpeak as the 
eracles of God ; if any man miniſter let him do it as 
of the ability that God giveth, that God in all things 
may be glorified g. 

Our opinion as to the call and appointment of 
miniſters, may perhaps appear no leſs fingular : 
For we do not think that any man or men have 
an authority by the goſpel to appoint any other 
man or men to officiate as miniſters in the church 
of Chriſt; or that human ordination is a valid 
authority for undertaking: that ſolemn charge 
but that it is the prerogative of Chriſt as king in 
his own kingdom, and ſole head of his body the 
church, dy his holy ſpirit to appoint every mem- 
ber its proper ſervice therein, and to fit them for 
the ſame by the gifts and graces of his good ſpi- 
rit. This perſuaſion is conſiſtent with the fol- 


lowing ſcripture authorities. The manife/lation of 


the ſpirit is given to every man to profit withal ||: 
For, “ to one is given by the ſpirit the word of 
« wiſdom, to another the word of knowledge by 
« the ſame ſpirit, to another faith by the ſame 


« ſpirit, to another the gifts of healing by the 


« ſame ſpirit, to another the working of mira- 
« cles, to another prophecy” (which the ſame 
apoſtle in the ſame epiſtle explains to be a ſpeak- 


® y. Cor. 2, 23, 14. 
f 1 Cor* 12, 3. 

1 Peter, 4. 11. 
- 0 3 Cor. 12, 7, it. 
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ing unto men to edification, and to exhortatign 
and comfort) * and all theſe worketh that one and 
« the ſelf-ſame ſpirit, dividing to every man ſexe, 
« rally as he will.” 
Our judgment reſpecting the wages of goſpel 
miniſters, 1s conformable to our opinion of their 
call and qualifications; that as the office is ſi. 
ritual, the wages are ſo likewiſe, viz. The peace 
| of God that paſſeth all underſtanding in reward 
þ of the faithful diſcharge of duty in this life, and 
the greater reward of eternal happineſs in that 
which is to come: He would appear to us to 
| _ depreciate the goſpel miniſtry, and to be actuated 
1 by a principle greatly derogatory to that high 
i appointment, who can think the wages thereof 
1 to be gold or ſilver, or ſuch like corruptible 
| things. 

The true goſpel miniſters have better motives 
and a higher prize in view, viz. 'a crown of glory 
incorruptible that fadeth not away: And it is to 
us a certain truth, that in proportion as an ardent 
deſire after this prize of their high calling in 
Chriſt. Jeſus becomes predominant in the mind, 
the affection and deſire of corruptible treaſures 

gradually dies away. A little with contentment 
1s to ſuch a ſufficiency, and that little of their 
own earning ; they mind not high things, but 

are contented in a low eſtate; and had rather 
ſuffer in their own perſons and property, than 
the goſpel they miniſter ſhould ſuffer in the leaſt 

| degree by their making it chargeable. 

| That ſuch were the doctrines, and ſuch the 

I! practice in the apoſtolical age, appears by the 

# whole tenor of the ſacred records of that æra. 

| But in after ages the profeſſors of chriſtianity, 

in too general a way, began to decline from this 

primitive purity, negleCting the preparatory m—_ 

| 0 
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inward ſanctification of heart neceſſary to be 
W-cperienced, previous to receiving the gifts of 
he ſpirit; thoſe gifts of the ſpirit became diſ- 
Wregarded ; the power and virtue of real heart- 
felt and heart-reforming religion being gradually 
departed from: What continued to be profeſſed 
for the chriſtian religion degenerated into form, 
and even that form became exceedingly marred 
by the introduction of Heatheniſh ceremonies, 
outward pomp and unmeaning ſounds: Then 
human invention took the ſeat of divine wiſ- 
dom; human policy was ſet up in the room of 
divine grace; the ordination of men ſubſtituted 
inſtead of the call of the Holy Ghoſt ; and tem- 
poral revenues became more ſought after than 
divine favour. Thus the apoſtacy encreaſing, 
profeſſed chriſtianity retained little more of pri- 
mitive chriſtianity than the name. | 

We are affected, as. much as any other pro- 
teſtant ſociety, with humble thankfulneſs to the 
Divine Providence, who in his abundant merc 
to the inhabitants of Great Britain and the do- 
minions thereunto belonging, has rent the veil of 
ſuperſtition, and meaſurably removed the cover- 
ing of papal darkneſs, that a morning of goſpel 
light hath again dawned on theſe nations; yet 
that there remain divers things inconſiſtent with 
the original purity of the goſpel diſpenſation, as 
delivered by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and after his 
aſcenſion publiſhed by his apoſtles, we think muſt 
be evident to every conſiderate proteſtant of mo- 
deration and diſcerning. 'To build upon the 
foundation of original purity, ever fince we were 
a people, hath been the ſingle view of all the 
faithful members of our ſociety, according to 
the beſt of their underſtanding ; and becauſe 


tithes, and all compulſory maintenance of minif= 


ters, 
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ters, appeared to. us irreconcilable therewith, 
we have conſcientiouſly declined, and ſtill decline 
paying them. 

That this our diſſent to the payment of tithes 
1s. really matter of conſcience, we think every 
impartial perſon who hath any knowledge of the 
hiſtory . ſufferings, muſt be clearly con- 
vinced. There is no ſtronger evidence of the 
ſincerity of our belief of the truth, than to be 
able to ſuffer for it; and our anceſtors on this very 
account of their conſcientious refuſal to pay 
tithes and other demands of that kind, were many 
of them ſtripped of the greateſt part, many 
nearly the whole of their outward ſubſtance for 
ſmall demands; others more deeply tried with 
the diſtreſſing circumſtance of being ſeparated 
from wives and children, lawful occupations, 
homes, and every deſirable outward comfort, 
being confined in common gaols as evil-doers, 
until death releaſed many of them therefrom. 

And many of us, of the preſent generation, 
are fully ſenſible that ſomething attends the teſ- 
timony of a good conſcience, which is preferable 
to outward eaſe and conveniency, and well worth 
ſuffering for; and though we do not believe that 
it is required of us to court ſufferings, but ra- 
ther our duty in meekneſs to ſeek relief there- 
from; yet if it be the will of the Almighty to 
permit further ſufferings to come upon us, we 
humbly hope he will enable us to bear them with 
chriſtian fortitude, deſiring nothing more ardent- 
ly, than to preſerve a conſcience void of offence 


towards God and towards: man. 


And as a further evidence of our fincerity 
in this our religious. diſſent to the lawfulneſs of 
the demand of tithes under the goſpel diſpen- 
lation, we think it expedient to 1 — the can- 

. did 


NOT PAYING TITHES. 15 


did reader, that we, as a people, have main- 
tained our teſtimony no leſs againſt the receiving 
than the paying of tithes; that the ſenſe and ad- 
vice of the yearly meeting of London hath been 
as ſtrongly: directed againſt the one as the other. 
That agreeably to this ſenſe: of the body, and the 
conviction of their own minds, ſundry friends, 
both formerly, and ſome very lately, have con- 
ſcientiouſly relinquiſhed their claim to impro- 
priate tithes of conſiderable value, to which they 
were legally entitled. 


Urged by the preſent critical conjuncture as 


to tithe-laws, thus freely to recite our reaſons 
why for conſcience ſake we cannot yield active 
obedience to them. It 1s very remote from our 
intentions to reflect in the leaſt on any individuals 
of any religious focicty, who conſcientiouſly diſ- 
charge their duties in the fight of the all-ſeeing 
ſearcher of hearts; and if any thing contained 
herein ſhould be conſtrued as pointed againſt any 
particular order, we requeſt it may be conſidered 
that a- clear, explication of the ground of our 


queſtion, neceſſarily led us thereto ; which we 
hope will be a ſufficient plea of excuſe, and re- 


perſuaſtons on this ſubject, we apprehend are 
{upported by the teſtimony of the facred records, 
the approved ſtandard of truth amongſt proteſ- 
tants, and that terdfore we are juſtified in hold- 
ing them, though different from the tenets of 
other ſocieties. _ 

But although we differ in judgment in this, 


as well-as many other particulars (of. intereſting 
concern in religion) from moſt other religious. 


ſocieties; yet we are humbly thankful to the all- 


powerful diſpoſer of the heazts of men, that we 
| | exerciſe 


peculiar ſentiments and practice in the matter in 


move all juſt cauſe of offence. Our particular 
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exerciſe charity, the bond of chriſtian perfection 


and more excellent way recommended by the 
apoſtle towards all men of every name and nation, 
without which we are well aſſured no claim to 
religion can be valid : And notwithſtanding the 
too general loſs of primitive purity in the chriſ- 
tian churches, which many of us deeply lament, 
being perſuaded this loſs was ſuffered when a 
departure in heart from the inward life, power 
and virtue of religion, took place, and men by 
neglecting the more ſure word of prophecy in the 
heart, became outward ; following after ſhadows, 
and being led away by cunningly deviſed fables, 
through covetouſneſs were made merchandize of ; 


and that in proportion as men remain in this ſtate, 


and cheriſh thoſe things in the church, which 
occaſioned the loſs of her primitive purity and 
beauty, ſo far the great work of general refor- 
mation will be thereby retarded; yet we reſt 
under the lively hope and ſteadfaſt aſſurance, that 
notwithſtanding generations may paſs away before 
the completion thereof, yet that this great work 
begun in the earth, will in the Lord's time be 
carried forward, and the kingdom and govern- 


ment of the wonderful counſellor and prince of 


peace yet more and more be eſtabliſhed in the 
hearts of mankind, whereby righteousneſs, which 
alone exalteth nations, will more univerſally pre- 
vail, and the earth be filled with the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſeas: 'Then 
will all jarring contentions ceaſe ; and the nations, 
as one flock, be gathered in ſpirit to Chriſt, the 
one great ſhepherd, of the increaſe of whoſe 
government and peace there ſhall never be an 
end. 


TRACTS 


II. Plain Reasons why the People 
called QUakERs may in Conſci- 
ence, and ought in Duty, to pay 
TiTHES. | 


PAMPHLET, entitled “ Some Brief 
« and Serious Reaſons why the People 
« called Quakers do not pay Tithes,“ havin 

been lately put into my hands for my peruſal, I 
have carefully conſidered the ſame, and ſhall now 
offer my opinion thereupon, following the ſeve- 
ral arguments which are brought to ſupport the 
ſaid reaſons, by replying thereto, as far as tithes 
are directly concerned, (the only point profeſſ- 


placed in the pamphlet. But before I enter on 
the ſubject I cannot forbear expreſſing my ſur- 


ginning of the pamphlet with inaccuracy and 
overſight. I muſt therefore remind all ſuch as 


think fo highly of the * argument, which is 


ſtated 


edly treated of) in the order in which they are 


. that I find myſelf obliged to charge the very 
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ſtated as the foundation of the reſt, that it is 
extremely erroneous. 

1. Tithes were Nor firſt appointed, (as is 
therein alledged) for the Levites, - but had a 
much higher original. Melchiſedech was prieſt 
of the Moſt High God, and to him Abraham, 
who is honoured with the title of Father of the 
Faithful, and Friend of God, paid tithes, after 
the ſucceſs he had in battle, which it is to be 
preſumed was not an occaſional or voluntary 
preſent only, but moſt probably according to the 
then uſual cuſtom of giving a ſhare of every 
bleſſing derived from the Divine Providence to 
the miniſters of God. Thus the payment of 
tithes appears to be more ancient by four hun- 
dred years than is ſuppoſed by the people called 

uakers, ſee Gen. xiv. 18. Heb. vii, 1. where it 
is exprefsly ſaid that Levi paid them in the loins 
of Abraham. The truth is, that as the Moſaic 
law came from God, it is natural to. expect 
much wiſdom in every part of it. The Levites 
were miniſters of a ceremonial law, which 1s 
now aboliſhed; but their mode of ſupport by 
tithes was of a civil nature, and Chriſtian ſtates 
re left to conſider whether this and many other 
political. inſtitutions which God thought fit to 
appoint- among the Hebrews, can be wiſely 
adopted by them or not. 'The payment of tithes 
cannot be Malum per ſe, becauſe God thought 
fit to enjoin it. It is a wife manner of ſup- 
porting [thoſe whoſe lives are dedicated to the 
ſtudy of the Scriptures, and to the inſtruction | 
of Chriſtian congregations, becauſe it prevents 
their beiny imerleg in ſecular concerns, which 
the allotment of land would not prevent; and 
becauſe it is a more eligible one, on many ac- 
counts, than a pecuniary afſeſiment. The Qua- 
kers ſurely would do well to conſider that they 
3 purchaſed 
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purchaſed only nine-tenths of what their lands 
produce.—The remaining tenth is plainly not 
their own; and therefore to withhold it from 
thoſe in whom it is veſted by law, whether lay- 
men or clergymen, is an act of injuſtice to indi- 
viduals, as well as of diſobedience to the civil 
powers. 

2. Chrift is a prieft for ever after the order of 
Melchiſedech, Pſ. cx. 4. Has he not then, in 
the perſon of his miniſters, an equal right to 
tithes, ſince the abolition, as before the erection 
of the levitical eſtabliſhment, than which it was 
{o much more ancient ? 

3. Chrift Feſus is unqugſtionably firſt and above 
all others to be heard in this and every ſpiritual mat- 
ter, being the head over all things to the Church, 
Eph. i. 22. He faith indeed to his Apoſtles, 
freely ye have received, freely. give, Matt. x. 8. 
But doth not the meek and gracious Saviour of 
mankind enforce their authority on the other 
hand by commanding them to ſhake off the duſt 
from their feet as a teſtimony againſt ſuch as 
refuſed to ſupport them whilſt they were preach- 
ing the Goſpel? Luke ix. 5. (reſentment and 
contempt. being the only means they had in 
their power to excite the attention of the peo- 
ple;) Nor was it left to the indiſcriminate op- 
tion either of the flock or the ſhepherd, in whoſe 
hands this important truſt was committed, but 
by the ſpecial and ſolemn appointment of Chriſt 
himſelf, and it is his divine example that we 
humbly follow in our appointing the miniſters of 
rehgion. 

4. St. Paul's conduct was certainly moſt ex- 
emplary and amiable, and ſo much the more, 
as there is no poſitive command for it to be 
found in holy writ. But though he was on all 
occaſions and by all means deſirous to ſave as 
| ouls 
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ſouls and to ſerve the cauſe of the goſpel, and 
therefore employed the ſureſt method of conci- 
lating men's affections, by ſparing their purſes ; 
whereas the lighteſt pecuniary demand was apt, 
even then, as we know it has been ſince, although 
ſupported by the authority of law and length 
of cuſtom, to be accounted a grievous burden, 
whereon to ground diſſatisfaction and complaint, 
which St. Paul reſolved to prevent, as far as he 
could, in his own caſe. But though he choſe 
to forbear the exerciſe, he did not relinquiſh the 
right of maintenance from thoſe he inſtructed ; 
which he ſtrongly aſſerts, 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14. De 
ye not know, that they «who miniſter about holy things, 
live of the ſacrifice *® And they who await on the al- 
tar, are partakers of the altar? Even ſo hath the 
Lord alſo ordained, that they who preach the goſpel, 
SHOULD LIVE OF THE GOSPEL. Gal. vi. 6. 
Let him that is taught in the word miniſter to him 
that teacheth in all good things. 1 Cor. ix. 11, 
1f we have ſown unto = ſpiritual things, is it a 
great matter if we ſhall reap your worldly things ? 
1 .Tim. v. 17, Let the elders that rule well, be 
counted worthy of double honour, eſpecially they 
who labour in the word and doctrine. 1 Cor. 
ix. 7 to 11, Who goeth a warfare at any time at 
his own charges? Who planteth a vineyard and 
eateth not the fruit thereof ? Or who feedeth a flock, 
and eateth not of the milk 4 the flock ? Say I theſe 
things as a man, or ſayeth not the law. the ſame 
alſo ? For it is written in the law of Moſes, thou 
Malt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth 
out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen, or ſaith 
Hie it altogether for our ſakes * No doubt for our 
ſakes this is written, that he that ploweth may 
plow in hope, and that he that threſheth in hope may 


be partaker of his hope, 
On 
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On which paſſages, is it not obſervable that 
the apoſtle ſpeaks with much more reverence of 
the law than the author of the pamphlet does ? 

5. St. Peter (you truly ſay) well underſtood 
his great maſter's mind herein, as we all likewiſe 
may, if we will attend to the hiſtory of the 
piece of money miraculouſly provided in the 
mouth of the fiſh, which St. Peter was com- 
manded to take up, being preciſely the tribute 
to be paid by our Lord and him for the uſe of 
the Temple. And here obſerve that the Lord 
of the 'Temple, whoſe divine preſence was its 
great glory in its moſt ſplendid ſtate, did now, 
when 1t was decaying, and in a few years to be 


deſtroyed, condeſcend to conform to the eſta- 


bliſhed cuſtom of paying this tribute, though he 
declared himſelf, at the ſame time, far ſuperior 
to any ſuch obligation. What then was his 
reaſon? Leſt he might otherwiſe offend them, 
Matt. xvii. 27. Let me remark upon this ex- 
ample of our bleſſed Lord, that to act on the 
principle of not giving offence ought to be moſt 
ſeriouſly attended to by all who call themſelves 
his diſciples, as an important chriſtian duty. On 
St. Peter's admonition, to feed the :flack of God 
on ſpiritual and worthy motives, not for filthy 
lucre, 1 Pet. v. 2, it is obvious further to take 
notice, that even in thoſe early days there muſt 
have been a ſpecial appointment of chriſtian 
miniſters, not without ſuitable compenſation for 
their labours, otherwiſe there had been no 
room for the apoſtle's caution againſt ſoliciting 
the office for filthy lucre. 'Tithes could not be 
claimed or paid as of legal right during the 


three firſt centuries; for until the reign of 


Conſtantine the Great, who was not emperor 
before a great part of the third century had 
elapſed, the government was in the hands of 
heathens, 
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heathens, when tithes, as every one muſt ſee, 
could not be enacted by authority. 

6. In the ordinances and decretal epiſtles of 
Popes, the ſubject before us is not at this 
day concerned, nor are we leſs ready to condemn 
every papal uſurpation, whether of Innocent III. 
er any other, than they who refuſe to pay 
tithes. | 

7. Is anſwered in the foregoing. 

8. There is an ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt him- 
ſelf, which appears to be nearly a caſe in point; 
the Phariſees and Herodians enquire, whether it 
was lawful to pay tribute to Cæſar or not? The 
conſciences of one of thoſe ſects told them not. 
Being Jews, they could not, it ſeems, conſci- 
entiouſly pay tribute to a heathen prince; and 
what doth Chriſt anſwer ? Render to Ceſar the 
things that are Caeſar's, and to God the things that 
are God's. Is it not then a fair concluſion to 
draw from this deciſion, that conſcience, or a 
different profeſſion of religion, is no juit plea for 
refuſing obedience to the known and lawful com- 
mands of government? | 
I have now, my friends, gone through the ſe- 
veral aſſertions in the pamphlet which directly 
concern the payment of tithes, and ſo have 
done what I propoſed, and very heartily bid you 
farewel, humbly beſeeching God that he will 
be pleaſed, in his mercy, to remove from your 
minds the miſts of error and prejudice, and to 
bring you to the knowledge of the truth, that 
you may hold the faith in the unity of the ſpirit, 
and in the bond of peace. 


E. 
TRACTS 


III. A Vindication of the Brief and Seri- 
ous REasons why the People called 
UAKERS do not pay TITHEs. In reply 

to © Plain REASsONS why the People call. 
ed QUAKERS may in Conſcience, and 


„ ought in Duty, to pay TIrRHEs.“ 


T is now upwards of twenty years ſince an 
1 act of parliament, entitled An act to amend 
and explain an act made in the F 3d. of Hen. 
VIII. reſpecting tithes, was pafſed into a tem- 
porary law; and in a ſucceeding ſeſſion, in the 
gs 1768, was brought again upon the carpet, to 

revived with other expiring laws. 

Some of the people called quakers, as well as 
others, having been aggrieved in the execution 
of this law by the enormous expence of proſe. 
cutions in the eccleſiaſtical courts for incon- 
ſiderable demands, and being apprehenſive that 
the grievance. might become general if the act 
ſhould be renewed in the original form, the ſaid 
| people 


24 DEFENCE OF REASONS 


ople thought it a point of expediency to apply 
* petition to the legiſlature for relief from ex- 
orbitant diſtraints for demands, which they were 
reſtrained from paying merely from a conſcientious 
ſcruple, as to the lawfulneſs thereof under the 
goſpel. 

And to manifeſt that they were not aCtuated 
by levity, a luſt to contention, or needleſs op- 
poſition to the elaimants of tithes ; that they 
were not forward to trouble their ſuperiors with- 
out real occaſion, nor alarmed at imaginary evils, 
they preſented their caſe, with reſpect to ſaid law, 
to the members of parliament, wherein, befides 
many hardſhips and inconveniences apprehended 
as poſſible conſequences from the act in its origi- 
nal form, they recite the following matter of 
fact: That one of their members being ſued in 
the metropolitical court of Armagh by the rector 
of the pariſh where he lived, for a demand of 
31. 1s. 6d. which according to the cuſtomary 
rate of tithe in that pariſh ſhould have been only 
II. 148. 6d. the coſts of the proſecution, though 
unconteſted, amounted to gl. 7s. 5d. ; the coſt of 
recovery by civil bill was 19s. 6d. the whole 
amounting to 131. 6s. 7d. for which diſtraint 
was made of ten pieces of linen cloth, which 
coſt upwards of 141. 10s. -d. for a cuſtomary 
claim of no more than 11. 14s. 6d. : That pro- 
ſecutions of the like nature were commenced 
againſt others of ſaid people, and menaces thrown 
out againſt more. 

'This caſe, and the petition, recommending 
themſelves by their manifeſt equity and reaſon- 
ableneſs, met with that reception from the legiſ- 
lature which might be naturally expected from 
men of diſcernment and humanity. They qua- 
lified the act ſo far as to limit the expence of 
ſuits 
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ſuits in the eccleſiaſtical courts ;, and enact a pro- 
tecting clauſe in favour of the quakers, directing 
demands for their tithes, to be determined in a 
ſummary and unexpenſive way by two juſtices of 

eace, of which favour they retain a grateful ſenſe. 

The recital of their ſaid caſe chiefly regarded 
the act in queſtion, and the anreaſonable damage 
they might be expoſed to thereby, rather than 
the objections they had to the paying of tithes ; 
yet apprehending it might naturally excite an 
enquiry, what motive could induce them to ex- 
poſe themſelyes to ſuch ſevere, loſſes, ſooner than 
comply with theſe demands, they thought them- 
ſelves called upon to ſatisfy ſuch enquiry ; and 
therefore, about the ſame time publiſhed, « Some 
« Brief and Serious Reaſons why the People called 


« Quakers do not pay Tithes :” Which, as far as 


they have diſcovered, met with little objection at 
that time. But it ſeems they have lately fallen 
into the hands of ſome, perſon who. hath taken 
occaſion from them to addreſs a ſmall piece to the 
ſaid people, under the title of Plain Reaſons why 
« the People called Quakers may in Conſcience, 
« and ought in Duty, to pay Tithes.“ As J ac- 
knowledge myſelf one of ſaid people, and to have 
given my aſſent to the validity of their reaſons 


againſt theſe demands, as believing them ſup- 


portable by the letter and ſpirit of the holy ſcrip- 
tures, I look upon myſelf as one of the number 
to whom theſe « Plain Reaſons” are addreſſed, 
and having conſidered them attentively, muſt 
honeſtly confeſs, with due deference to the abili- 
ties of the writer, that they are not plain enough 
to my underſtanding to convince me „ that I 
% may in conſcience,” much leſs “ that I ought 
« in duty, to pay tithes:” And although a man 
of plain ſenſe, moderate abilities, a ard edu- 
| C 1 cation, 


*** 
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cation, and little leiſure, may appear to enter the 
liſts under peculiar diſadvantages, probably with 
one, who by his calling hath the advantage to 
add daily reading and ſtudy to a liberal education; 
yet conſcious of a good intention, depending 
upon a good cauſe, and treading in a beaten 
path, cullins to theſe adyantages as compenſating 
for my perſonal deficiencies as a writer, I ven- 
ture to eſſay an illuſtration and vindication of 
our reaſons by a comparative review thereof, with 
the author's remarks in objeCtion thereto. We 
advance, as our firſt reaſon for declining the vo- 
luntary payment of tithes, Tre 

1. © Becauſe tithes were appointed by God only 
* under the Moſaical law, for the portion of the 
Levites, in lieu of their inheritance in the land 
© of Canaan, as well as for their ſervice in the tem- 
© nle, which being long aboliſhed and deſtroyed, 
« all obligation to pay tithe, as of God's appoint- 
© ment, ceaſed therewith ? + 

In objection to this, the author of the Plain 
Reaſons expreſſeth his ſurprize at an inac- 
curacy and overſight of ours, and reminds us, 
that it. is extremely erroneous,” for that * tithes 
« were not firſt appointed (as is therein alledged) 
© for the Levites, but had a much higher original, 


© being paid by Abraham to Melchiſedec.* Here 


I apprehend the author himſelf hath failed in 
point of accuracy, for we do not alledge they 
were firſt appointed for the Levites, but that 
they were appointed by God only under the 
Moſaical law, for the portion of the Levites; by 

which we mean that (as far as we have any clear 
account in the /cripture,) they were not appointed 
by God as a proviſion for miniſters univerſally, nor 
in perpetuity, nor for any other body o men 
but the Levites, and for them only during the 
exiſtence 
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exiſtence of the moſaical law, and for the ſervice 
of the Jewiſh religion. And in this allegation, 
I preſume, we are not convicted of error, until 
it be proved, that God did appoint them for other 


after the abrogation of the legal diſpenſation. 

As to the higher original, in Abraham's givin 
the tithe of his ſpoils taken in war to Melchiſedec, 
we know it hath been advanced as a precedent 
for paying tithes heretofore, when the aim was to 
eſtabliſh a claim to them by divine right ; but as 
we imagined that claim had been given up as in- 
defenſible, and the feeble, inconcluſive arguments 
advanced in ſupport thereof along with it, not 
expecting ſuch precedent to be now revived, and 
ſtudying brevity, we avoided entering minutely 
into the ſubject, as appearing to us immaterial to 
the- W apprehending that at this day the 
claimants were contented to zeſt their pretenſions 
on their ſtrongeſt ſupport, the law of the land. 
We thought it ſuthcient to ſhew, that althongh 


they were once of divine appointment, yet that 


appointment being temporary, had ceaſed with 
the particular ſervice for which they were eſtae 
bliſhed : That as far as ever we could diſcover, 
the firſt and greateſt miniſters of the goſpel, the 
apoſtles of our Saviour and his immediate com- 


panions, who beſt underſtood his doctrines, and- 


the nature and genius of that pure and diſinter- 
eſted religion which he was ſent to introduce 


into the world, and whoſe authority in the caſe. 


ſhould take the lead of all others, underſtood it 
in this light: And therefore neither laid any claim 
to tithes, nor ſuffered the practice of paying 
them to be introduced into the church in their 
age, nor did their ſucceſſors for ſeveral gene- 
ntions after them: That they were not intro- 

C 2 6. 


miniſters as well as the Levites, and to continue 


duced 
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duced into the chriſtian church till corruption 
found an entrance, and prieſtcraft and chriſtiani 

became two very diſtinct things: That by dife. 
rent gradations they were extorted to their own 
uſe by ſelfiſh eccleſiaſticks, from a hood-winkey 
and deluded laity in the darkneſs of papal do. 
minion, and retained by the like ſpirit ſurviving 
the reformation. That from our firſt riſe as 
people, in our religious reſearches, having ho. 
neſtly endeavoured to inveſtigate primitive chrif. 
tianity, as delivered in the ſcriptures, unmixed 
with the inventions of men; to draw a line of 
ſeparation between genuine religion and prieſt- 
craft; to eye the goſpel in its original brightneſ,, 
uneclipſed by any cloud of papal darkneſs ; and 
conſcientiouſly to ſtrip it of the innovations and 
impoſitions introduced in the apoſtacy ; ,compre- 
hending tithes under this deſcription, it becomes 
to us matter of conſcience openly to teſtify our 
diſſent from the propriety of the claim under the 
goſpel diſpenſation ; and to refuſe our ſupport 
thereof ſo far as a ſpontaneous or active com- 
pliance therewith would imply. 

From theſe premiſes it appears manifeſt to me, 


that Abraham's giving the tenth of all to Mel. 


chiſedec is by no means a caſe in point; the 
queſtion not being whether tithes were ever paid, 
but whether they ought to be paid now, to whom, 
and by what law or obligation. Many religious 
ceremonies and obſervations obtained under di- 
penſations previous to the goſpel, which, making 
no part of the chriſtian religion, are not ob- 

ligatory upon us now. | | 
T can ſee no inference of moment in favour 
of tithes, in the preſent mode of their being 
claimed or paid, to be drawn from this obſcure 
tranſaction of remote antiquity, The hiſtorical 
by account 
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account which Moſes in Gen. xiv.. gives of Mel- 
chiſedec is too conciſe and indiſtinct to convey 
any ſatisfactory information on the ſubject under 
conſideration : If any plea for tithes be inferred 
therefrom it muſt be a plea of divine right; and 
can be pleaded as a precedent for paying them 
only to thoſe who have an equal title, as ac- 
knowledged prieſts of the Moſt High God ; and 
ſtanding in the ſame predicament that Melchiſe- 
dec did, which, I preſume, the preſent claimants 
of tithe will not pretend to; for the author of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews ſeems to point him 
out as ſuperior to the ſons of men, © without 
« father, without mother, without deſcent, havin 

« neither beginning of days, nor end of life; 
« but made like unto the ſon of God, abideth a prieft 
© continually.” Heb. vii. 

In ſhort it 1s reaſonable to conclude, that were 
this a precedent deſigned by the divine being for 
us to copy, he would not have ſuffered it to be 
involved in obſcurity or myſtery, but would have 
cauſed it to be delivered in clear terms accom- 
modate to our comprehenſion. 

But if conjecture be allowable in ſuch caſes, 
is it not as rational, and at the ſame time as re- 
ligious to ſuppoſe, that this act of the patriarch 
was merely a free gift in recompenſe to that 
extraordinary perſonage, for his friendly ſaluta- 
tions and ben2ficent entertainment, rather than 
a matter obligatory on Abraham, or any claim 
of right in Melchiſedec, it being in ancient 
times a cuſtomary method to acknowledge kind- 
neſs, and cement friendſhip by mutual preſents: 
Although conjecture on either fide proves no- 
thing, yet this conjecture appears as probable as 
the author's, that it was not an occaſional or 
voluntary preſent, but according to the uſual 
| A © cuſtom 
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© cuſtom of giving a ſhare of every bleſſing de- 
< rived from the Divine Providence to the minif. 
© ters of God.” 

The next argument appears more plauſible, 
but ſubverſive of every inference to be deduced 
from the former, as he conſiders tithes to be 
merely of a civil nature. The Levites, he ſays, 
were miniſters of a ceremonial law, which is 
© now aboliſhed ; but their mode of ſupport by 
© tithes was of a civil nature, and Chriſtian 
© ſtates are left to conſider whether this and 
many other political inſtitutions which God 
© thought fit to appoint amongſt the Hebrews 
© can be wiſely adopted by them or not. 

How far Chriſtian ſtates are left to conſider 
whether this and other political inſtitutions 
among the Hebrews can be wiſely adopted, is 
not ſo properly the matter under conſideration 
2s how far a reformed church or ſtate, in an 
enlightened age, can wiſely or conſiſtently adopt 
and propagate one of the moſt grievous impoſi- 
tions of popiſh eccleſiaſticks, in the darkeſt ages, 
on the rights and properties of mankind. For 
the claim of tithes, in the preſent mode of ap- 
propriation, is not immediately derived from the 
model of divine appointment, but, I apprehend, 
immediately and preciſely faſhioned after the 
{ſtandard ' of Romith uſurpation. By the Moſai- 


cal law the Prieſts and Levites were prohibited 


all other inheritance in the land, and tithes were 


aſſigned them in licu thereof, for the portion of 


their inheritance, as well as the ſervice of the ta- 
bernacle, Numb. xviii. 20, 23, 24, &c. The 
Levites were to receive the tithes from the peo- 
ple, and give the Tenth thereof to the Prieſts. 
v. 26, 28. The owner and his family were to 
eat a ſhare, Deut. xii. 17, 18. The ** 

| * the 
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the ſtranger, the fatherleſs and the widow were 
to receive their portion of the tithes, Deut. xxvi. 
12. none of which proviſions are reſerved in the 
preſent laws for tithes, as far as I underſtand, 
and therefore they are not, properly ſpeaking, 
adopted from the political inſtitutions of the 
Jews—which' conſiderations, I conceive, defeat 
the attempt to draw a ſanction to the preſent 
tithe laws, as being derived from thoſe which 
divine wiſdom appointed to the Hebrews for a 

ſeaſon. CR | 
Neither do we efteem ourſelves indebted to 
the wiſdom and candid deliberation of any Chriſ- 
tian ſtate for the introduction of tithes into a 
Proteſtant church, but to the impetuous temper 
of an arbitrary monarch, under the influence of 
popiſh prieſts and counſellors, who ſecretly de- 
teſted the reformation, exerted their endeavours 
to obſtruct it, and to bring the national religion 
back to the old ſtandard. Henry VIII. although 
made uſe of in the hand of Divine Providence, 
in part, to bring about its gracious deſigns in 
favour of theſe nations, in breaking the fetters 
of papal authority, brought no great credit to 
the reformation; the alterations fe made in re- 
ligion being more directed in reſentment to the 
Pope, to aboliſh his power in theſe dominions, 
and eſtabliſh an uncontrouled tyrannical rule in 
his own hands, than to a reformation of religi- 
ous abuſes, * Capricious, mhuman, violent and 
| 1 abſurd, 


* Thoſe who reflect on the riſe and progreſs of the Reſorma- 
tion muſt know that the paſſions of, Henry had a much greater 
mare in that werk than the intereſts of the people, and how- 
ever the latter demanded it, yet it was done to gratify the for- 
mer. No wonder that a Prince whoſe principal view was to 


eſtabliſn himſelf in the place and power of the Pope ſhould 


tutfer ſo many grievous parts of popery to continue. And 
| > though 
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abſurd, his meaſures appear a complication f 
levity, cruelty and. inconſiſtency, , the effects of 
meer humour, caprice, or the inſinuations of 
the miniſter of the day; one while ſeeming to 
advance the reformation, another rapidly revert. 
ing to the confines of Popery : And to this re. 
trograde motion. are we indebted for the lay 
eſtabliſhing the claim of tithes. + For at this 
time (Anno 1541, 32 Hen. viii.) Catherine 
Howard, niece to the Duke. of Norfolk, was 
his Queen, and as yet retained poſſeſſion of his 
favour and affection, and according to Rapin, 
blindly followed the dictates of her uncle, and 
uſed her power with. the King to ſupport the 
credit of the enemies . of the ** 
Amongſt his preſent favourites and miniſters, 
beſides the Duke of Norfolk, were Gardiner, 
Biſhop of Wincheſter, and Bonner, Biſhop of 
London, whoſe diſpoſition to the Reformation 
and the Reformers is particularly notorious in 
the annals of the ſucceeding .reign of Queen 
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though a due regard to the general intereſt would have in- 
drool our firſt reformers to aboliſh tithe, yet the political 
views of the Prince prevented it. He had many voracious 
favourites to gratify, and inſtead of remitting this decimation 
tax to thoſe on whole lands it was raiſed, which was the juſt 

and equal meaſure that ought to have been purſued, he left the 
tithes {till ſubſiſting. Animadver/ions on a reverend Prelate's re- 


marks on a bill to grows ſuits for tithes : By a member of the 
Houſe of Commons, Lond. 1731. 


+ The marriage of the King with Catherine Howard was 
regarded as a very favourable incident to the cauſe of his ca- 
tholic ſubjets, and the conſequent events correſponded per- 
fectly to their expectations, The King's councils being now 
directed by Norfolk and Gardiner, a. furious perſecution com- 
menced againſt the Proteſtants, and the law of the ſix articles 
was proſecuted with rigour. 

| Hume Henry viii. 1549. Vel. 4. P. 230. 
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Mary. Then (ſays a f writer on the ſubject) 
Henry VIII. unravelling his own reformation, 
« went retrograde into the worſt meaſures of po- 
« pery,—He paſſed the act of the fix articles in 
c on thirty-firſt year, wherein he eſtabliſhed au- 
« ricular Lonfelllon and tranſubſtantiation,“ as 
articles of faith to be believed on pain of death: 
And in his next year he paſſed the act for the 
payment of tithes, as due to God and holy 
© church,' on pain of eccleſiaſtical proſecution 
and cenſure, and impriſonment until ſubmiſſion 
ſhould be. made to the decrees. of the eccleſiaſti- 
cal courts. 

From whence I again draw this concluſion, 
that tithes (being of the ſame growth and ex- 
traction with tranſubſtantiation and auricular 


confeſſion) were one amongſt the many uſurpa- 


tions of popiſh eccleſiaſticks, contrary to the 
primitive pattern of purity and diſintereſtedneſs 
of the firſt Chriſtians; and the act of Henry 
VIII. for the recovery thereof, which I conceive 
to be the original act by which they are now 
claimed, was framed under the influence of 
popiſh prieſts, upon popiſh principles; and 
grants tithes on no other conſideration but as 


due by divine right 7 God and holy church. 


} Anſwer to the Country e Plea againſt the Quaker's 
tithe bill: By a member of the houſe of commons. London 
1736. 3 
75 This is a clear proof that the preſent law was modelled 
after the Romiſh pattern, for Rapin, in his account of the ſtate 
of the church from the year 1155 to 1272, informs us that 
the greateſt part of excommunications were thundered out 
againſt ſuch as ſtruck at the lands or immunities of the clergy, 
That it was ordained in the councils, 1f zithin forty days after 
excommunication the party did not ſue to be reconciled to the chureh 
{a term at this time adopted by and applied to the clergy ) the ma- 
giftrate, upon the Biſhop's complaint, ſhould be obliged to caſt him 


into. priſon. 
| That 
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'That they are oppoſite to the genius of the Goſ- 
pel, and the principles of the reformation, and 


therefore we think we may not in conſcience 
pay them, becauſe thereby we ſhould actively 
ſupport a practice which we believe ought not to 
ſubſiſt at all in the Chriſtian church. 


© 'The payment of tithes (he ſaith) cannot be 


© malum per ſe, becauſe God thought fit to enjoin 
© it.” The ſame argument is equally applicable to 
any or every part of the Moſaical law, ſince the 
whole was equally a divine injunction, but to the 
Hebrews only, and impoſed upon them only un- 
til the tiine of reformation, v1z. till Chrift was 
come, a high Prieſt of good things to come, by a 
greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 
bands. Heb. ix. 10, 11. Whence it appears in 
no wiſe doubtful to me but it would be evi N 
2tſelf to intermix the carnal ordinances of the 
law. with the more ſpiritual diſpenſation of the 
Goſpel, which was a divine injunction and or- 
dination poſterior, univerſal and perpetual, 
whereby every part of the ceremonial law, of 


which tithes were one part, was repealed, and 


therefore it is clear that the payment of tithes 
would be evil in me, who thus believe, ſince the 
Apoſtle Paul declareth, Whatfoever ts not of foith 
is fin, Rom. xiv. 23. Alſo, If I build aguin the 
things which I deſtroyed I make myſelf a tranſgre/- 


fer. For I thraugh the law am dead to the law, 


. that I might live wnto God. Gal. ii. 18, 19. 


cc 
cc 
«c 
cc 
c 
« 


The author, proceeds : It is a wiſe manner 


of ſupporting thoſe whole lives are dedicated 
to the ſtudy of the ſcriptures, and to the in- 
ſtruction of Chriſtian congregations, becauſe 
it prevents their being immerſed 1n ſecular 
concerns, which the allotment of lands would 
not prevent; and becauſe it is a more eligible. 

| « one, 
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« one, on many accounts, than a pecuniary aſ- 
« ſeſſment.“ 


I have already ſhewn from hiſtory in what 


manner and by whoſe contrivance the funda- 
mental law of Henry VIII. was eſtabliſhed ; and 
conſidering the circumſtances under which it was 
enacted, I preſume it demands the correCting 
hand of a more liberal legiſlature. It is now ge- 


nerally underſtood that it is no ſacrilege to treat 


this ſubje& with equal freedom with other ſub- 
jects of a civil nature: And many judicious and 
diſintereſted perſons, who have no conſcientious 
ſcruple againſt paying tithes, tracing no veſtiges 
of wiſdom in the eſtabliſhing or perpetuating 
the claim in its preſent mode of appropriation, 
from the conſideration of political expediency, 
have wiſhed a commutation * for ſome other 
mode of taxation more certain in its value, 
more equal in its operation, and leſs expenſive 
in the recovery. | | 

I. I fay more certain in its value, for the dif- 
ference in the produce of different farms, or of 
the ſame farm in different years, making it im- 


* « If a general Modus Decimandi for the whole kingdom 
were to enſue; if a known determinate value could be eſta- 
bliſhed for the tithe of every county, though 1 fee no hope of 
attaining it, I think ſincerely that it would be fer a general 
good as well to the clergy as the laity; for the certainty of 
the modus would ſave the expence of thoſe unhappy contro- 
verſies which impoveriſh the Parſon, who even raiſes the value 
of his tithe, and which beggar the farmer, though he brings 
it below the value. | 

The title to the modus would be ſimple, clear and unper- 
plexed. The recovery of it caſy and ſhort, - There would be 
no occaſion of racking the layman's conſcience to diſcover on 
his oath againſt the bias of his intereſt. And there could not 
poſſibly be an opportunity of cheating the Parfon of his main» 
tenance, as is now ſaid to be practiſed by perjury, partiality 
und injuſtice. An Arſwer to the Country Parſon's Plea : By 
a Member of the Huuſe of Commons. P. 60. 
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poſſible to regulate the demand by any ſtanding 


rule—this fluctuation of value, joined to the 
concern which mankind naturally 8 for their 
property, frequently produces not only private 
grudgings and animoſities between the claimants 
and faxmers, but too often an annual contention, 
involving them at length in expenſive law-ſuits +, 

roductive of mutual hoſtility, reſentment, and 
all the iraſcible paſſions which diſturb the peace 


of ſociety, and introduce diſorder into commu- 


nities, prove too frequently ruinous to the 
defendant and reproachful to the plaintiff; and 


if he bear the character of a miniſter of the 
Goſpel, which was deſigned to promote peace 
on earth, and good-will towards men, Luke ii. 
14. this circumſtance militates againſt the ends 
of his appointment—the inſtruction of Chriſtian 
congregations with profitable effect in the Goſ- 
pel of peace; and a moderate engagement in 
ſecular concerns would hurt his mind, coun- 
teract his character, and defeat his miniſterial 
labours much leſs. | 185 

2. The next objection againſt tithes, conſi- 
dered merely as a political inſtitution, is, that it 
is an unequal taxation, falling moſt heavily upon 
that claſs of the ſubjects which is leaſt able to 
bear it. The proprietor of the land pays no- 
thing out of his ample poſſeſſions, for the land in 
its natural ſtate may be ſaid to be tithe free. 
The wealthy grazier who covers extenſive tracts 
with his herds of black cattle pays but little in 
compariſon of the land he occupies; but the 
poor tenant who holds a ſmall pittance at a high 


+ * In general it may be ſaid with truth that there never 
was an impoſition on mankind more fruitful of lawſuits than 
the claim of tithes, which never knows a certain value.“ 

Anſwer te the Country Parſon's Plea, Fc. 


rent, 
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rent, and who not having property ſufficient to 
ſtock his land, is under the neceſſity to ſuppl 

his want of property by dint of labour, to raiſe 
crops from his land, in order to pay his rent and 
maintain his family by the ſweat of his brow, 
is ſubjeCt to tithe, perhaps for every acre of land 
he occupies, on whom from his poverty the de- 
privation of the tenth part of his hard-earned 
property may be a ſevere oppreſſion ; and ſince 
all taxation in good policy ought to be calcu- 
lated to avoid oppreſſion, and to effect the ſub- 


jects in a ratio of equality to their reſpective 


abilities, the unequal operation of the preſent 
tithe-laws is looked upon by many who have no 
conſcientious ſcruple againſt them, as an irrefra- 
gable argument for the expediency of a com- 
mutation of the tax, or further qualification of 
the tithe-laws. 132 | 

3. The expenſive methods of recovery in the 
exchequer and biſhops courts. Our particular 
hiſtory furniſhes numerous inſtances of ſuits run 
up to extravagant colts, for trifling demands, to 
the ſtripping of many of almoſt all, or even all 


their property; and many others run to excom- 


munication by eccleſiaſtical proceſs, and com- 


mitted to priſon upon writs de excommunicato 


capiendo, where many of them lay many years, 


deprived of every comfort and convenience of 
life, except a good conſcience; and many laid 
down their lives in priſon in conſequence of ſuits 


for tithes, and frequently of trifling value ; and 
as it is neither from covetouſneſs nor conten- 
tion, but a real conſcientious ſcruple, that we 
are not free to pay tithes, or other compulfory 
ſupport of our own miniſters or others, we 


think it reaſonable that thoſe laws which ſecure 
his demand to the claimant ſhould ſecure to us 


the 
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the undiſturbed poſſeſſion of our undiſputed pro- 
perty, by reſtraining him to ſuch methods of 
recovery as may not be attended with unrea- 
ſonable coſts, or unreaſonable diſtraints. | 

I would wiſh to be underſtood in the paſt re- 
marks on the laſt quoted paragraph as not ſpeak- 
ing my own ſentiments, or thoſe of the people 
called Quakers, by whom every mode of ſup- 
porting miniſters by compulſory means is thought 
a tranſgreſſion of Chriſt's command, and a devi- 
ation from apoſtolical practice; ſo much as the 
ſentiments of ſoberand ſenſible members of other 
communities, who view tithes only in a political 
light, and ſeem clear in their judgment that 
more objections he againſt tithes than either 
againſt the allotment of land (were it feaſible) or 
pecuniary afſeſſments, particularly as both the 
one and the other are leſs liable to conteft. Pe- 
cuniary aſſefiments are allotted in cities and great 
towns where tithes cannot be levied, or where 
they do not ſupply an ample revenue; and this 
allotment. being determinate, is productive of 
few diſputes, and adminiſters no occaſion to add 
extravagant coſts of recovery to the original de- 
mand, on which account they are much more 
eligible to the payersz and general experience 
evinces that with the claimants, tithes or pecu- 
niary aſſeſſments are alternately more eligible, 
as they produce the greater revenue. Lands alſo 
annexed to epiſcopal ſees furnith no occaſion for 
conteſt, becauſe no man now can ſhew a prior 
title thereto (which is nat the caſe in reſpect to 
tithes) ; nor have I heard that the being immerſed 
in the ſecular concerns attending ſuch poſſeſſions 
is ſo burdenſome as to occaſion any complaint of 
thoſe who are poſſeſſed of them; neither can I 
apprehend that if through ſolicitation, or the fa- 
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your of their ſuperiors, any of the preſent claim 


ants of tithes had the option of the allotment of 
lands endowing a rich ſee in lieu of the tithes 
of their pariſhes, they would be under much be 
ſitation in determining their choice. 

The next argument inſinuates a claim of right 
which we cannot admit, and a charge of injuſ- 
tice which we are not conſcious of, in the fol- 
lowing terms :—* The Quakers would do, well 
© to conſider that they purchaſed only nine-tenths 
© of what their lands produce. 'The remaining 
« tenth is plainly not their own ; and therefore 
© to withold it from thoſe in whom it js veſted 
© by law, whether laymen or clergymen, is an 
© act of injuſtice to individuals, as well as of 
diſobedience to the civil powers. 

To exonerate the Quakers from this heavy 
charge, I may obſerve that thoſe amongſt them 
who are faithful to their principles, and conſei- 
entiouſly ſcrupulous of paying tithes, have. ever 
been as religiouſly ſcrupulous of violating the 
rules of moral juſtice, or failing in the punctual 
ſatisfying of every debt and juſt demand upon 
them. This author is not the firſt who hath 
propoſed the purport of this allegation, and they 
have well conſidered it z yet preſume that in re- 
taining the whole produce of their own labour 
or ſtock in farming, as well as in trading, to 
their own uſe, they violate no moral obligation, 
invade no man's property, commit no act of in- 
juſtice to layman or clergyman by the laws of 
God, of nature, of equity, or of reafon ; be- 
cauſe in retaining the whole they retain nothing 
but what is naturally and morally their own. 


The aſſertion that they purchaſed only nine- 


tenths of the produce of their lands ſeems very 
liable to exception : 'The lands may be obtained 


by 


* 
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by purchaſe, may be received by inheritance or 
donation, or may be rented ; but the produce of 
my lands, under the goodneſs. of providence, is 
the purchaſe of my own labour, or of theirs whom 
I hire to aſſiſt me; and my labour being equally 
employed in the purchaſe of every part, I have 
moſt indiſputably purchaſed the whole, having 
paid the ſame purchaſe for the tenth part as the 
other nine (putting the law of the land out of 
the queſtion for the preſent *till we come to con- 
ſider it in the proper place) by what rule of right 
is it not plainly and equally my own ? I have 
manifeſtly purchaſed it upon equal terms with 
the reſt of the produce of my land; whether I 
can retain it or no 1s not the queſtion now, 
but whether I have purchaſed it? which appears 
fo evident as to admit of no diſpute, and that 
the author is miſtaken in ſuppoſing that we pur- 
chaſed only nme-tenths of what our lands pro- 
duce. | : 

And as the clergy themſelves allow us to ' have 
purchaſed nine-tenths of the produce of our 
lands, and that of conſequence they are our un- 
diſputed property, by their own reaſoning the 
tithe only is theirs * ; but by the preſent mode 
of appropriation they receive much more than 
their ſhare or the fimple tithe; for the labour, 


„ Nor was there ever any impoſition more | grievous and 
oppreſſive than the claim of tithe, which takes a tenth from 


the produce of the poor man's labour, who manures the land, 


who employs his own ſtock to raife the tithe, and furrenders 
the choice of the harveſt to the prieſt, who neither plows nor 
ſows. - | 

« The improvement of the land is at leaſt equal to the va- 
lue of the land; and a tenth part of the produce, free from all 
charges of raiſing it, is not a tithe, but a fifth part of every 
man's property; a ſtanding land-tax .of four ſhillings in the 
pound upon all the tillers of land,**—Anfwer to the Country Par- 
ſon's Plea, p. 61. | $5] 
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coſt, and care of manuring, ſowing, raiſing and 
preſerving this tenth part, in conjunction with 
the other nine, being taken in as an addition, 
is eſtimated to amount to the fifth: part , or a 
ſtanding land-tax of four ſhillings in the pound 
upon all the tithable lands in the nation. 
But as we think we have fairly purchaſed the 
whole, and that it is of conſequence plainly our 
own property 'till we part with it with our own 
conſent, or it be purchaſed from us for a valu- 
able conſideration; and our conſcientious perſua- 
ſion preventing our conſent, and having received 
no equivalent whatever from the claimant, in 
the eye of reaſon and equity it remains ſtill our 
own property, and in the nature and fitneſs of 
things the retaining our own property to our 
own uſe and benefit, is an act of injuſtice to no 
man. 1 | [137 16 Lid 108 113, 
If I am fo indolent as to Jet my lands lie 
waſte, or ſo opulent as to be able to plant, and 
let them lie under wood or improvements, I am 
chargeable with no injuſtice, - although 1 apply 
the whole to my own pleaſure, uſe or emolu- 
ment; if I convert it to grazing, there is no in- 
juſtice in retaining the tithe, a ſmall compenſa- 
tion in lieu exempts me from the: charge; but 
if Jam an induſtrious tiller of the ground, and 


lay out much labour and expence in plowing, 


ſowing, manuring and 2 it, and do not 
willingly ſurrender the fruits of my honeſt la- 
bour to the parſon or impropriator, who nei- 
ther plows nor ſows, Jam accuſed of committing 
an act of injuſtice. Is it not then my: induſtry. 
and my expence that: conſtitute this injuſtice ? 
Or i$not rather the abſurdity of the claim in 
its preſent mode of appropriation ? And hence 


ft Anſwer to the Country Parſon's Plea, p. 61.1 „, 
93. 3 D | ariſeth 


” i 
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1 ariſeth another weighty objection againſt tithe, 
as an impolitic impoſition—it is a heavy tu 
upon induſtry, tends to the diſcouragement 9 
agriculture, and is a let to the profperity of the 
nation. 

In ſhort, if the claimants pretend any right 
to tithes but what the law gives them, I totally 
deny their claim, *till they prove it, not in ge- 
neral terms, or with the weak and far-fetched 
arguments with which it was gloſſed over and 
ſwallowed down in the days 1 ignorance and 
implicit faith, but by clear and convincing rea- 
ſons; which as they have not yet done, although 
ſome of their ableſt champions have employed 
their pens in defence of the cauſe, ſo I appre- 
hend they cannot do it; for when brought to 
the teſt of fair reaſoning and equity, ſuch argu- 
ments, not being ſufficient to ſtand the trial, they 
muſt reſort to their ſure wall of defence, and 
entrench themſelves behind the fence of law. 

And ſo becauſe we cannot, for the reaſons 
before aſſigned, which remain unrefuted, for 
conſcience-ſake actively comply with the tithe 
laws, we are taxed with diſobedience to the civil 
powers, as if we had not already vindicated our- 
ſelves: and our conduct in regard to them very 
explicitly in that part of our «© Brief Reaſons" 
which the author declined entering into, but 
which I preſume he muſt have peruſed; and it 
18 hardly reconcilable to that candour he ſeems 
to affect, to advance this charge, and ſuppreſs, 
rather than refute, the reaſons whereby they had 
anticipated it. As I cannot make a better apo- 
logy for myſelf and my brethren than we have 
advanced therein, I think. it but fit to ſupply his 
omiſſion, by reviving it. 
© 'The national laws in this particular are 
grounded on conſiderations inadmiſſible 72 i 

' they 


: 
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they enforce the payment of tithes on the ſup- 
« poſition of divine right, as due 1% God and holy 
church *; whoever, therefore, claims tithe by the 
E «© laws, virtually claims them as due by divine right; 
for the law (as far as we underſtand) grants 
them on no other conſideration, and therefore 
our reaſons againſt paying them are not inva- 
8 © lidated by the reaſoning of ſuch as urge the 
law of the land againſt us. 4 

Feet further, our ſcruple is really conſcien- 
tious z we think our Saviour hath utterly abo- 
liſhed tithes, with the ceremonial law to which 
they belonged, and hath virtually prohibited 
all extorted maintenance to goſpel miniſters ; 
that his immediate followers ſo believed and ſo 
ated is evident to us from the whole tenor 
of their writings; that his authority in his 
church is ſuperior to every human autho- 
rity, we preſume will be univerſally allowed; 
that no man or body of men as men are infal- 
lible is a proteſtant principle; and that neither 


any other men, can anſwer for our doing or 
omitting what in conſcience we believe to be 


our ny | | 
© On theſe clear principles we think ourſelves 


ö ↄ d ᷣ—ͤT + ce 


juſtified in not paying tithes; in with- holding 
© our active compliance with the laws of the 
land, which enjoin us to pay them, and de- 
| © clining voluntarily to contribute in any way to 
© the forced ſupport of miniſters. On the ſame 
principles we allow no ſtipends for the ſupport 

© of our own. 
We admit the power of the civil magiſtrate 
© and the obligation of the human laws their 
* full ſcope in civil ſociety, as far as they regard 


* Preamble to the Act recon Henry VIII. 1 


the magiſtrate nor the legiſlature, more than 
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command, reaſoning thus, Whether it be right 


merely civil matters, and ſo far we pay full 
ſubmithon thereto, reſerving to God the thing 
which are God's, particularly the ſole domi. 
nion over the conſcience. Whoever will ca 
his reaſoning from the force of human lays 
farther than this, in our apprehenſion will er. 
tend it beyond the limits of ſcripture, of the 
principles of the chriſtian religion, and thoſe 
of the Reformation. 8 

From ſcripture, where human laws contra. 
dicted: the divine law in, the conſcience, we 
have ſundry inſtances of divine approbation 
attending the preferring of the divine law. 

« Firſt, in the caſe of Shadrach, Meſhach and 
Abednego, who refuſed compliance with the 
king's decree in falling down to worſhip the 
golden image. 2dly, of Daniel, who in dil- 
obedience , to the law of the Medes and Per- 
ſians, with his windows open towards Jeruſa- 
lem, prayed and gave thanks before his God 
as he did aforetime. g3dly, in that of Peter 
and John, who, when commanded by the ru- 
lers of the Jews to ſpeak no more in the name 
of Jeſus, durit not yield obedience to their 


in the fight of God to hearken unto you more thai 
to God, judge ye *. On this principle the .chril- 
tian martyrs ſealed their teſtimony with their 
blood, and on this principle the proteſtant re- 
formers expired in the midſt of the flames. 

We truſt this objection is now fully anſwer- 
ed on inconteſtible principles, and that no in- 
jurious inſinuations can be fairly drawn from 
our reaſoning, as if we meant any parallel be- 
tween the rulers of thoſe times and our own. 
We are fully ſenſible of our obligation to the 


Ad iv. 19. 
« preſent 
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« preſent government for their indulgences to 
© us; our conduct ſpeaks our diſpoſition ; to 
facts, as the beſt witneſſes thereof, we appeal 
« for the uprightneſs of our intentions to thoſe 
«© intruſted with the ſword of magiſtracy we dare 
refer ourſelves for a teſtimony of our peace- 
able demeanour, and ready obedience to legal 
« rule.” ; 

After this rational apology, may I not take 
the liberty to aſk, that if tithes, tranſubſtantia- 
tion and auricular confeſſion be derived from the 
ſame ſtock, do not the people called Quakers 
now ſtand juſt in the ſame predicament to 
the tithe-laws that all proteſtants did to the 
act of the fix articles while it was in force ? 
Were proteſtants in duty bound to regulate their 
faith and practice thereby until it was repealed ? 
If not, wherein are the Quakers culpable for 
not regulating their conduct by the kindred act 
for tithe ? Are they chargeable with any act of 
diſobedience to the civil powers which the il- 
luſtrious martyrs of the proteſtant cauſe have not 
ſet them an example of? Although I pay due 
reſpect to acts of parliament. as the laws of my 
country, and yield ready obedience to them 
add 'm uſque ad aras, yet J hope I expoſe myſelf 
to no juſt charge of diſloyalty or hereſy if I con- 
ceive acts of parliament as no ſtandards whereby 
to meaſure our duty to God, or our faith in 
Chriſt ; or m religious matters to be more bind- 
ing on the conſcience than the decrees of coun- 
cils, or the edicts of popes. Ed 

I have now gone through the propoſed illuſ- 
tration of our firſt reaſon, and the author's re- 
marks upon it; which have led me to conſider 
the ſubject in different views, and more fully 
to exhibit our objections againſt tithes as a 
mode of ſupporting a miniſtry unauthorized bel 
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the goſpel, contrary to the genius of chriſtianity, 
and the maxims of ſound policy; 1 therefore 
now proceed to the ſecond. 

© 2, Becauſe being a part of the ceremonial 
© law, which was abrogated for ever by our Sa- 
© viour's offering himſelf up once for all a pro- 
© pitiatory ſacrifice for the ſins of the whole 
world, to pay or receive tithes now is to con- 
© tinue that in part which he came to aboliſh - 
for ever. | 

Having been, I truſt, pretty explicit in the 
illuſtration of our firſt reaſon, as to the purport 
of this, which 1s partly comprized in it, and 
being as a propoſition generally admitted by the 
different denominations of chriſtians, and not 
controverted by the author, I have only in refe- 
rence hereto to conſider his reply, which is as 
followeth : | | | 

« 2, Chriſt is a prieſt for ever after the order 
« of Melchiſedec, Pf. cx. 4. Has he not then, 
cc in the perſon of his miniſters, an equal Tight 
« to tithes ſince the abolition, as before the 
cc erection, of the Levitical eſtabliſhment, than 
c which it was ſo much more ancient?“ 
This reaſoning is ſo far from being plain to 
my underſtanding, that I freely confeſs 
a loſs to perceive in it any reaſon at all why 
ſhould pay tithes. It appears to me not to enter 
into the queſtion, which is, Whether Chriſt, by 
offering up himſelf, did not abrogate the cere- 
monial law, of which we conſider tithes as a 
part, Heb. vii. 12, x. 9. If he did, who, by 
virtue of any right from him, can claim tithes 
now? Is he inconſiſtent with himſelf? Or did 
he abrogate a part only and not all the ceremo- 
nials of the law? Then it is requiſite to ſhew 
by undeniable documents what part he ordained 


to continue; in particular, that although the law 
| Was 
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was changed, yet that tithes were to be conti- 
nued for the ſupport of the miniſters of the goſ- 
25 If the author hath not proved this, which 


conceive he hath not, he hath advanced nothing 


to the preſent purpoſe, nothing to convince the 
people called Quaxers that hey ought in duty to 
pay tithes. 

Chriſt, as the author of all our mercies, hath 


undoubtedly a right to every thing he claims 


ſrom us; to our love, honour, and unreſerved 
obedience to his holy commandments ; but that 
he ever claimed tithes for himſelf or his mini- 
ſters doth not appear from any authentic record 
in the holy ſcriptures or elſewhere. 

Our third reaſon extends to all compulſory 
maintenance for the prieſthood, in the following 
terms : : [ 
© 3- Becauſe we are of the judgment, all 
compulſory- maintenance of miniſters is con- 
trary to the doctrine of Chriſt Jeſus, our 


all others ſhould be heard in this matter, and 
whoſe injunction we are of opinion virtually 
prohibits the practice under the goſpel, as 
the ſame is expreſſed in his charge to the firſt 
miniſters thereof, Matth. x. 8, Freely ye have 
received, freely give. 5 

After a general aſſent to the purport of this 


paragraph, the author of the“ Plain Reaſons” | 


endeavours to weaken the force of our Lord's in- 
junction above recited, by contraſting it with 
Luke ix. 5. 

« 3, Chriſt Jeſus is unqueſtionably firſt and 
ec above all others to be heard in this and every 
e ſpiritual matter, being the head over all things 
© to the church, Eph. i. 22. He ſaith indeed 
to his apoſtles, Freely ye have received, freely 


«6 grve, 


great Lord and Law-giver, who firſt and above 


: 
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« give, Matth. x. 8. But doth not the meek and 
gracious Saviour of mankind enforce their au- 
« thority on the other hand, by commanding 
« them to ſhake off the duſt from their feet, as 
« a teſtimony againſt ſuch as refuſed to ſupport 
« them while they were preaching the goſpel, 
« Luke ix. 5.“ 

Upon comparing this portion of ſcripture with 
thoſe of the other evangeliſts relating the miſſion 
of the apoſtles, it appears a forced conſtruction 
of our Haviour's direction to apply the ſhaking 
off the duſt of their feet to ſuch only as refuſed 
them ſupport. I ever underſtood it to relate to 
ſuch as refuſed to receive their doctrines, rather 
than ſuch as refuſed to ſupport them; to the im- 
penitent more than to the inhoſpitable. The ex- 
preſſion in the text referred to is, Whoſoever 
will not receive you, &c., Luke ix. 5. Mark 


hath it, Whoſoever ſhall not receive you, nor 


hear you, Mark vi. 11. And Matthew, Whoſo- 
ever ſhall not receive you, nor hear your words, 
Matth. x. 14. Luke, in his relation of ſending 
forth the ſeventy, diſciples, makes uſe of the ſame 
expreſſion, “Into whatſoever city ye enter, and 
they recerve you not,” & c. Luke x. 10. But the 
ſucceeding woe pronounced againſt the cities 
where mighty works had been wrought,” applied 
to the impenitency and infidelity of the inhabi- 
tants, puts the meaning of the expreſſion beyond 
all doubt, in my apprehenſion. | 
In Acts xin. 45, 46, 51, we find this direc- 
tion put in execution by Paul and Barnabas, by 
ſhaking the duft off their feet againſt the Jews, 
for the oppoſition they gave to Paul's preaching z 
not for refuſing them ſupport and entertainment, 


which they ſought not from them, but for con- 


tradicting and blaſpheming, and raiſing perſecu- 
tion againſt them. And again, Acts 3 6. 
when 
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when the Jews oppoſed themſelves and blaſ- 
phemed, Paul ſhook his raiment and ſaid unto 
them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am 
clean ; from henceforth I will go to the Gentiles: 
whence it is evident this was a teſtimony againſt 
ET thoſe who refuſed to receive their doctrines, and 
not for refuſing to ſupport them. 
But admitting the text to bear preciſely, the 
meaning our author would have us underſtand it 
in, as he can draw no argument therefrom in 
favour of temporal coercion or compulſory mea- 
ſures for forcing this ſupport, it weakens not our 
reaſon under conſideration, nor the force of our 
Saviour's plain and poſitive command on which 
it is founded, in the leaſt. And this text, as di- 
vine inſtruction, being equally obligatory in every 
part of it, if the claimants of tithe advance it as 
a rule to us to adminiſter to their ſupport, by 
the ſame rule of reaſoning they muſt take it as 
a preſcription to themſelves, and confining. them- 
ſelves to the means preſcribed therein, deſiſt from 
proſecuting penal laws, reſt content with ſhaking 
off the Auk of their feet againſt us, and leave us 
to abide the conſequence; not in N or 
contempt, which the great pattern of meekneſs 
and humility diſcouraged, but as a teſtimony that 
by obduracy and infidelity thoſe who having the 
precious benefits of the goſpel freely offered from 
heaven, and rejected them, had proved themſelves 
unworthy of the favour, and were therefore left 
to themſelves. | f | ; 
Our author's reaſoning upon this part, there- 
fore, doth not unto me weaken the obligation of 
our Saviour's poſitive command under conſider- 
ation. I eſteem it obligatory upon all miniſters _ 
of the goſpel who claim a ſucceſſion from the 
apoſtles, as it was upon the apoſtles themſelves, 
E being 
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being the preſcription of him whom we all ci 
Lord and Maſter, and whoſe commands of con. 
ſequence we are bound to obey. 

But as we fhall have occaſion in the conſider." 
ation of our next reaſon to enter into a further 
diſcuſſion of our ſentiments in relation to the 
proviſion appointed for goſpel miniſters, I paß 
en thereto. ar deer ee 

© 4. Becauſe we find no precept nor prece. 

© dent in the New Teftament for the receiving 
or paying of tithes; but on the contrary we 
© underſtand the payment of tithes, and all forced 
maintenance of miniſters, to be in direct oppo- 
© ſition to the apoſtolical doctrine and practice, 
as the ſame are recorded in the ſacred writings 
< of that age, and evidently appears from the 
following concurring ſcriptures : I have (ſaith 
Paul) coveted no man's filver or gold or appa- 
* rel; yea, you yourſelves know that theſe hand: 
© have miniſtred unto my neceſſities, and to thoſe that 
© are with me. I have fhewed you, that ſ la- 
© bouring you ought to ſupport the weak*. For ye re- 
member, brethren, our labour and travel; for la- 
© bouring night and day, becauſe wwe would not be 
© chargeable to any of you, ave preached unto you tie 
goſpel of God +. For awe behaved not ourſelves diſ- 

orderly among you, neither did ave eat any man's 

bread for nought, but wrought with labour and 

travail night and day, that we might not be 

chargeable to any of yout. And again, What is 
my reward then? Verily that when I preach the 
goſpel, I may mate the goſpel of Chrift without 

© charge, that I abuſe not my power in the goſpel 5. 


* 
. / . IR 4 


Acts xx. 33, 34, 35. 
+ x Theſſ. ii. 9. 
t 2 Theſſ. iii. 7, 8. 


$ 1 Cor. ix. 18, 19. 


And 
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And tlie ap6file Peter, who well underſtood 
© his great maſter's mind herein, writes thus to 
thoſe Who had been called to the ſpiritual over- 
«fight of the churches: Feed tbe floct of God 
© which is among yau, tabing- the overſight thereof, 
not by conflraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Jucre, 
hut of a ready mini ; neither af being | lords ober 
ue heritage, but 'beingtenſamples. to the flort . 

2 202 eee EE PLEAS: = iger be 

« 4. St. Paul's conduct was certainly moſt ex- 
« emplary and amiable, and fo much the more 
« as there is no poſitive command for it to be 
* found in holy writ: But though he was on 
« all occaſions and by all means deſirous to ſave 
« men's ſouls, and to ſerve the cauſe of the goſ- 
« pel, and therefore took the ſureſt method of 
« conciliating men's affections by ſparing their 
« purſes; whereas the ſlighteft pecuniary de- 
« mand was apt, even then, as we know it has 


«© been ſince, although ſupported' by authority of 


« law and length of cuſtom, to be accounted a 
« grievous burden whereon to ground diſſatis- 
« faction and complaint, which St. Paul reſolved 
© to prevent as far as he could in his own 
„CCC 
To the preceding teſtimony concerning the 
apoſtle's conduct I yield a hearty aſſent, and think 
it cauſe of regret that his amiable' example hath 
excited ſo ſew of his pretended ſucceſſors to an 
imitation of his noble diſintereſtedneſs and active 
zeal for the ſalvation of ſouls, and promoting 
the cauſe of the goſpel, ſo far at leaſt as to re- 
frain every oppreſſive meaſure, either by them- 
ſelves or by their agents, tending to ſour the 
minds of men or embitter their ſpirits, whereby 
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their ſalvation may be retarded, the purity of the 
goſpel ſullied, and religion itſelf rendered con. 
temptible or ſuſpected; while it is obſervable 
that thoſe who are looked upon as miniſters are 
more in earneſt to advance their own ſecular in. 
tereſts and power, than the laſting intereſts and 
eſſential good of the people; to pay more atten. 
tion to the fleece than to the flock; to recom. 
mend religion in their doctrine, while their con- 
duct and purſuits in life fruſtrate any good effect; 
of their recommendations. I am not prone to 
cenſure, nor ſo illiberal as to comprehend any 
ſet of men indiſcriminately in one general de- 
ſcription. I do count the elders who rule well 
worthy of double honour, eſpecially them who la- 
bour in word and doctrine, and with their num- 
ber encreaſed in every chriſtian community; but 
in order to rule well and labour effeCtually in 
word and doctrine, it is abſolutely requiſite that 
we exemplify the doctrines of the goſpel in our 
practice, enforcing our inſtructions by the con- 
ſiſtency of our examples; and proving the effi- 
cacy of pure religion, and the obligation of its 
precepts, by the influence they have upon our 
own conduct: to eu men, as well as infru# 
them, how they ought to walk in purſuit of life 
and ſalvation, is the only effectual means to con- 
vince them that we · are in earneſt. | 
And whoever is in earneſt in the conſcientious 
diſcharge of the arduous. duty of a miniſter of 
the goſpel, and hath the ſalvation of his flock 
really at heart, as Paul had, will not heſitate to 
ſparc their purſes in order to fave their ſouls ; 
and on all' occaſions let his moderation appear 
ſo far as to convince them that he ſeeks not 
theirs ſo much as them. This diſpoſition gave 
great ſucceſs to the miniſterial labours of this 
great 
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great apoſtle to the Gentiles, and his fellow-la- 
dourers of that age, wherein their moderation 
and ſelf-denial were rendered remarkably con- 
ſpicuous, when the devotedneſs of the believers 
in general to the e of their own ſalva- 
tion, and the cauſe of the goſpel, joined to the 
eſtimation in which they held theſe powerful mi- 
niſters, opening their 12 to dedicate both 
themſelves and their poffeſhons to theſe ends, 
preſented them an inviting opportunity, if they 
durſt have abuſed their power in the goſpel, to 
have made plentiful proviſion for themſelves; for 
I ſee no reaſon to coincide with our author's opi- 
nion, that the flighteſt pecuniary demands were 
apt, even then, to be accounted a grievous bur- 
den whereon to ground diſſatisfaction and com- 
plaint. The moderation of the apoſtles on one 
hand, and the pure principles of the goſpel 
which they propagated on the other, tending to 
wean the believers from ſetting their affections 
too cloſely on their worldly poſſeſſions, prevent- 
ed the former from impoſing any unreaſonable 
burdens, and the latter from grudging the neceſ- 
ſary contributions; for beſides the teſtimony in 


gave up all their poſſeſſions, the apoſtle Paul teſ- 
tifies of the church in Macedonia, that To their 
fower, yea and beyond their poxver, they awere wil- 


that we would receive the gift, and take upon us 
the fellowſhip of the miniſtring to the ſaints, 2 Cor. 
viii. 3, 4. And of the church of Corinth, For as 
touching the miniſtring to the faints it is ſuperfluous 
for me to write to you, for J know the forwardneſs 
of your minds, 2 Cor. 1x. 1, 2. 14 The 
And if in later times diſſatisfaction and com- 
plaints have ariſen, too much occaſion hath been 
551 | given 


the Acts of the Apoſtles concerning thoſe who 


ling of themſelves, praying us with much entreaty 


1 
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given for them; the modern demands being, in 
many caſes, far from Might, . and in reality, a 
grievous borden, The ſubtraction of the tenth 
part, not of his profit, but of the whole annual 
produce of his labour and expence, clear of all 
charge to the claimant, amounting to ten per 
cent. on ſtock and improvement, is no inconh.- 
derable loſs to a poor man, to whom a ſingle ſhil- 
ling may be a conſideration of value, and perhaps 
in ſome years at leaſt may be more than he can 
make clear out of the remainder, for the ſupport 
of himſelf and his family. Nor doth the autho- 
rity of law or length of cuſtom in any mta- 
ſure mitigate the grievance; the former gives a 
power, which in too many inſtances hath been 
perverted, to add exorbitant colts to diſputed de- 
mands; and no length of cuſtom, can ſanctify 
error, or make wrong right. If our forefathers 
had admitted this as an argument in favour: of 
errors and impoſitions of long ſtanding, we 
ſhould never have had a Reformation, but had 
been ſtill ſubject to the power of the Roman 
pontiff. If we admit this argument at this day, 
no reformation of abuſes is likely to ſucceed 
which have obtained for a certain portion of 
time, though ever ſo burdenſome and generally 
uneaſy, and a reformation of them be even re- 
quilite for the peace and public good of the na- 
tion. 
In order to take off the force of our quota- 
tions from the apoſtle's epiſtles, demonſtrating 
- this. difintereſtedneſs, and noble ſpirit of inde- 
pendency upon thoſe he preached the goſpel to, 
for his ſupport, the author of the Plain Reaſons' 
brings. ſundry counter-quotations from his writ- 
ings, which nevertheleſs neither | weaken the 
force of thoſe quoted. by us, nor affect the queſ- 
tion 
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tion in diſpute in the leaſt, which is the legality 
of tithes under the goſpel. He proceeds thus : 
« 'Though he (Paul) choſe to forbear the ex- 
« erciſe, he did not relinquiſh the right of main- 
« tenance from th ſe he inſtructed, which he 
« ſtrongly aſſerts, 1 Cor. ix. 13, 14, Do you not 
« know that they who miniſter about holy things live 
« of the facrifice ; and they who wait on the altar are 
« partakers of the altar? Even ſo hath the Lord alfa 
* ordained that they who preach the goſpel [huuld live 
« of the goſpel. Gal. vi. 6. Let him that is taught 
« in the word minifter to him that teacheth, in all 
« good things, 1 Cor. ix. 11. 1f we have ſorun 
«K unto ſpiritual things, is it a greet malter if 
« we ſhall reap your worldly things? 1 Tim. v. 
« 17, Let the elders that rule well be caunted cvor- 
« thy of double honour, eſpecially they who labour 
« in the word and doctrine. See 1 Cor. ix. 7.” 
In the firſt place, it is plainly obſervable that 
we apply our preceding quotations for the proof 
of theſe two points; that we find no precept nor 
precedent in the New 'Teſtament for the payment 
of tithes, and that all forced maintenance of 
miniſters is in direct oppoſition to the apoſtolical 
doctrine and practice; and neither of theſe ſen- 
timents is diſproved in the texts above. quoted. 
Nevertheleſs we admit the force of the apoſtle's 


reaſoning in theſe. extracts from is epiſtles, as 


far as we conceive the ordinance of the Lord and 
the practice of the primitive church, the beſt 
comments upon his meaning authorize us, that 
they who preach the goſpel ſhould live of the 
goſpel, while they are (as the apoſtles were) called 


from their habitations and outward employments, 


and totally given up to the work of the miniſtry : 
But if we enquire what ſupport was ordained by 
the Lord for his miniſters, we ſhall find no au- 
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thority to aſſign them princely revenues, titles of 
honour, ſecular dominion, or extravagant falz. 
ries ; which are plainly incompatible with the 
ends of their vocation ; that is, to inſtru man- 
kind by example as well as precept, in the 
chriſtian faith, and the chriſtian virtues of hu- 
mility, temperance, and the denial of the pomps 
and vanities of this world; and alſo with our 
Saviour's poſitive command, Matt. xx. 25. 26. 
The princes of the Gentiles exerciſe dominion over 
them, and they that are great exerciſe authority upon 
them but it ſhall not be ſo among you. And in his 


charge to the ſeventy diſciples, when he ſent 


them forth by two and two to preach the goſpel, 
he preſcribes the ſupport he allowed them to re- 
ceive in terms ſo clear, as if he intended to leave 
no room for controverſy on this ſubject, viz. Into 
mwhatſeever houſe ye enter, firſt ſay, peace be to this 
houſe : And in the ſame houſe remain eating and 
drinking ſuch things as they give, for the labourer is 
worthy of his hire. Luke x. 5. 7. This preſcrip- 
tion of the higheſt authority is the rule of our 
faith and practice, as we apprehend it was that 
of the primitive church, as far as we can diſ- 
cover from ſcripture, viz. That while the Apoſtles 
and primitive miniſters were employed in travel- 
ing and preaching the goſpel, they were gene- 
rally ſupported by the hoſpitality of the believers 
amongſt whom theyaboured ; and that when any 
of them at any time were not immediately en- 
gaged in their miniſterial ſervice, they uſually 
reſorted” to their outward occupations for their 
ſupport. Thus we find Peter and his fellow diſ- 


ciples after the crucifixion, being to tarry at Jeru-. 


ſalem *till they ſhould be endued with power from 
on high (Luke xxiv. 49) for the diſcharging their 
Lord's commiſſion (Mark xvi. 15) betaking them- 

ſelves 
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ſelves to their uſual occupation as fiſhermen. (John 
xxi. 3). | 
115 Aquila and Priſcilla, who appear to have 
been uſeful members and miniſters in the chriſtian 
churches, the inſtructors of Apollos, and the 
helpers of the Apoſtle in Chriſt Jeſus (Rom. xvi. 
3.) while reſiding at Corinth, employed them- 
ſelves in their ſecular calling (being by occupa- 
tion tent- makers) with whom Paul, being of the 
ſame craft, abode and wrought, Acts xviii. 2. 3. 
And it appears from 1 Cor. ix. 6, that Barna- 
bas, who was ſo far from making a living of the 
goſpel, that he gave up. his own eſtate to the uſe 
of the church, Acts iv. 36, 37, did not for- 
bear working any more than Paul; and Paul's 
aſſerting the right of maintenance from thoſe he 
inſtructed, appears to extend the right no further 
than what I have juſt ſhewn the Lord or- 
dained ; for in the very chapter from which the 
greater part of the author's quotations are brought, 
he ſeems clearly to point out what that ſupport 
was to which he aſſerted his right, by intro- 
ducing the ſubject with this query: © Have we 
not power to eat and to drink, 1 Cor. ix. 4. | 
We may further obſerve that the Apoſtle's rea- 

ſoning always pre-ſuppoſes the mutual relation 
of preacher and hearer, of the inſtructor and 
the inſtructed, between the members of the ſame 
communion, between whom only the intercourſe 
of the reciprocal obligations of teaching and of 
miniſtring to the teacher of all good things could 
ſubſiſt: For the being taught in the word being 
the foundation of the obligation to adminiſter to 
the teacher, they who are not taught are exempt 
from the obligation: If they only who have ſown 
unto us ſpiritual things have a right to reap our 
carnal things, it follows, that they who have 
ſown 
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ſown to us no ſpiritual things have no right there- 
to: Whence it is obvious that theſe texts of 
the Apoſtle, as far as they are applicable to the 
caſe in controverſy, are arguments totally in our 
favour; and inſtead of convincing us that we 
onght in duty to pay tithes, to which they have no 
reference, prove that we are under no obligation, 
upon original chriſtian principles, to pay either 
titkes or any other contribution to the-claimants, 
It is further deducible from the Apoſtles wri- 
tings, and the acts of the Apoſtles, that the con- 
tributions to the public uſes of the church were 
voluntary“, and neither forced nor extorted ; not 
for the fingle ſupport of the miniſters, but more 
generally, as far as I can difcover, for the ſup- 
port of the poor and other public ſervices. Sir 
Michael Foſter, in his examination of the late 
Eiſnop of London's Codex Juris eccleſigſtici Angh- 
cant, faith, © that in the firſt ages of the church 
the miniſters of the goſpel ſubſiſted upon a 
certain portion of the voluntary contributions 
of the people; I fay a certain portion, becaule 
thoſe contributions were ordinarily applied to 
the maintenance of the miniſters, the relief of 
the poor, and the ſupport of the public build- 
ings of the church: And as the miniſters were 
contented with a certain portion of the com- 
mon ſtock, ſo the adminiſtration of it was, in 
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* Biſhop Barlow, Selden, Father Paul and others have ob- 
ſerved that neither tithes nor eccleſiaſtical benefices (which are 
correlative in their nature) were ever heard of for many ages in 
the chriſtian church, or pretended to be due to the chriſtian 
priefthvod : And, as that Biſhop affirms, no mention is made of 
tithes in the grand codex of canons, ending in the year 451, 
which, next to the bible, is the moſt authentick book in th? 
world: And that it thereby appears, during all that time, both 
churches and churchmen were maintained by free gifts and ob- 
lations only. Barlow's remains, p. 16g. Selden of tiches, 1 92. 
Extract from Cunningham's law dictionary, Art. Tithes. 
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the apoſtolic age, eſteemed inconſiſtent with 
the peculiar duties of their function: And 
therefore certain lay officers, called deacons, 
© were appointed by the church for that work: 
All which being duly conſidered, I preſume, 
fully eſtabliſneth our fourth reaſon, that tithes, 
and all compulſory meaſures for the maintenance 
of miniſters, are in direct oppoſition to the apoſ- 
tolical doctrine and practice. 

Upon our quotation frora the apoſtle Peter he 
makes this remark: 

5. St. Peter (you truly ſay) well underſtood 
e his great maſter's mind herein, as we all like- 
« wife may, if we will attend to the ere f of 
« the piece of money miraculouſly provide 
« the mouth of the fiſh, which St. Peter was 
« commanded to take tip, being preciſely the. 
tribute to be paid by our Lord and him for 
« the uſe of the temple.” “ 

I have peruſed the text, Matt. xvi. 245 Kc. 
but find nothing therein to aſcertain the uſe. of, 
the tribute demanded; and whence the author 
drew his concluſion, that it was for the uſe of the 
Temple, I know not, only that the text ſaith no 
ſuch thing: Therefore, till the fundamental pro- 
poſition be well eſtabliſhed, the inferences drawn 
therefrom fall of themſelves; all reaſoning from 
falſe or doubtful principles being: nugatory and 
inconcluſive“. Having now, I hope, been ſuf- 
4 v7 ficiently 


But e even if it dds be clearly oroved (which 1 preſome it 
cannot) that our Lord did order this tribute to be paid for the 
uſe of the temple, 1 cannot ſee what concluſion can be drawn ffom 
thence to determine the queſtion in controverſy, or prove a right 
to tithes, or other forced maintenance of miniſters, in contra- 
action to plain ſcripture teſtimony, and the aſcertained practice 
of the primitive church: It is manifeſt his diſciples, who knew 
with certainty the nature and purpoſe of the tribute (reſpecting 
which we can only akt vague conjectures, and abſolutely un- 
neceſſazy 
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ficiently explicit upon the ſubject of our fourth 


reaſon, I may proceed to conſider his remarks 


upon the ſequel. Our fifth reaſon is this: 

5. © Becauſe by eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, particu- 
© larly Selden's hiſtory of tithes, it appeareth 
that tithes were not claimed or paid in the 
« chriſtian church for the three firſt centuries.” 

The remark hereupon in the © Plain Reaſons” is 
this, wy | 

« Pithes could not be claimed or paid as of 
« legal right during the three firſt centuries 
« for until the reign of Conſtantine the Great, 
c who was not emperor before a great part of 
« the third century had elapſed, the govern- 
« ment was in the hands of Heathens, when 
44 tithes, as every one muſt ſee, could not be 
« enacted by * | 

Are we to conceive from hence that tithes 
would have been eſtabliſhed as a claim by legal 
right in the primitive church only for want of 
power; or that the Apoſtles would have enacted 
a law for the payment thereof if the civil go- 
vernment had been in their hands? I cannot 
admit the ſuppoſition, becauſe if they had not 


looked upon tithes as aboliſhed, and the revival 


inconſiſtent with the nature of the goſpel; or if 


neceſſary to any important purpoſe) drew no ſuch inference from 
it. If he paid this tribute. in compliance with the law given by 
Moſes, it was a divine inſtitution at that time in force, and our 
Lord (according to his own declaration) eſteeming it a part of 
his miſſion to tulfil all righteouſneſs, we find, frequently re- 
ſorted to the temple, kept the appointed feaſts (John v. 1. vii. 
10.) kept the paſſover with his diſciples (Luke xxii 15.) yet his 
obſervance of theſe ordinances of the law, while it was in force, 
is not eſteemed a precedent for our imitation after he himſelf 
abrogatcd the law : But if it he meant as a precedent for us to 
comply with the preſent laws ordaining the payment of tithes, 
object to this application of the paſſage, as not being analogous, 
'till it be proved to be a law of the Roman ſtate, requiring a tri- 
bute ſor the ſupport of the religion eſtabliſhed by them. 1 

they 
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they had the leaſt inclination to introduce them 
into chriſtian congregations, they wanted not the 
power to do it, through the high veneration and 
ſtrong bias which the Jewiſh converts (who were 
the firſt) retained for the inſtitutions of the Mo- 
ſaical law, and in tenderneſs to whom ſome of 
the ceremonials thereof were for a ſeaſon al- 
lowed. | | 

Now when we conſider the powerful influence 
which the prejudice of education hath on the 
human mind (and among no people more than 
the Jews) how willingly even religious perſons 
comply with inſtitutions which they have been 
taught to conſider as ſacred from thegyr earlieſt 
years of confideration, we muſt be ſenſible the 
Apoſtles had a power in their hands no leſs for- 
cible than a civil law (which pure religion needeth 
not for the enforcing its genuine doctrines) eſpe- 
cially when we obſerve, that the zeal of the pri- 
mitive believers was ſo unbounded, that many 
hefitated not to appropriate the whole of their 
ſubſtance for the common uſe of the church 
(not indeed by the interference of the Apoſtles 
authority, but of their own free will) we may 
2 imagine it would have been a very eaſy 
matter for them, and that even with the appear- 
ance 'of moderation, to have eſtabliſhed a tenth 
part, as ſtanding medus of contribution to the 
public uſes of the church, if their inclination 
had incited them thereto, or their liberty in the 
goſpel would have permitted them. 

The truth is, that in the ages of primitive 
purity, the miniſters of the goſpel were more 
intent upon promoting the ſpiritual benefit of the 
believers, and eſtabliſhing them in the faith and 
practice of pure religion, than ſeeking power 
and emoluments to themſelves : They knew their 
maſter's 


* 
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maſter's kingdom was not of this world, and 
therefore their concerns in it or about it were 
bounded by narrow limits; having food and rai- 
ment they were therewith content; their eye 
being principally to an eternal inhexitance that 
fadeth not away; and their goſpel labours di- 
rected to turn the views and deſires of the be- 
lievers thereto: And if thoſe who claim ſuc- 
ceſſion from them to power and honours, which 
their great maſter had warned them againſt, and 


which in obedience to him they conſcientiouſſy 


diſregarded, and to emoluments they neither 
deſired nor thought of, had ſucceeded them in 
the right line of unreſerved devotion to God, 
and love and zealous labour for the temporal and 
eternal intereſts of mankind in the ſpirit of pu- 
rity and diſintereſtedneſs which they were in, 
I ſeem firmly perſuaded we had never heard of 
the claim of tithes being revived under the 


oſpel. 34 454 

a The revolution in the chriſtian church, by the 
converſion of Conſtantine, I am of opinion, with 
many others, added nothing to her real ſtrength 
or beauty, which conſiſted not in ſecular power, 
temporal poſſeſſions, or worldly ſplendor ; but 
in inward holineſs, ſpiritual experience, heavenly 
affections, and the purity of life and manners 
naturally reſulting from this refined temper of 
mind. The Gentiles, both prieſts and people, 
too generally changing with the faſhion, or from 
ſordid and intereſted motives, changed their pro- 
feſſion without experiencing a change in their 
hearts or manners, and introduced a deluge of 
corruption into the church, too much degene- 
rated before; yet even then tithes were not 
thought of, if the former extract from Cun- 
ningham be well founded, that there appears no 

| mention 
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mention to be made of them in the year 451, up- 
wards of a century after: But although there was 
no actual demand of tithes at that time, yet in 
the lamentable reverſe of the ſtate of the church 
which quickly followed, the foundation of this 
and divers other impoſitions was laid; for (ac- 
cording to Michael Foſter before quoted) « when 
« chriſtianity, from a ſtate of perſecution, became 
the reigning religion of the empire, and the 
© church was enabled to accept of donations of 
real eſtates, the biſhops took upon themſelves 
© the adminiſtration” (which before was the office 
of the deacons) and from adminiſtrators or 
« truſtees, became, in proceſs of time, /ordr pro- 
© prietors of them. When the Biſhop of Rome 
«< aſſumed the title of univerſal b;j/hop and vicar 

Feſus Chriſt, among the many mnaiſehiefs which 
this great revolution in the chriſtian church 
gave riſe to, one, and not the leaſt, ſeems to 
be the appropriation of the lands of the church 
of Rome to the uſe of the biſhop of the See : 
Other biſhops ſoon followed the example, and 
engroſſed to themſelves the patrimony of the 
churches under their care; whereby the in- 
ferior clergy and poor became in a manner de- 
pendant on the biſhop for their daily bread.” 

This made it neceflary to find out ſome other 
fund for the maintenance of the poor and the 
clergy, and with that view tithes began about 
the “ eighth century to be inſiſted on as the 
divine right of the church : Not, however, in 
the ſenſe in which the corruption, ignorance and 
ſuperſtition of ſucceeding ages have uſed that 
word; but as the church of England, in con- 
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elt was in the eighth century this demand was ſet on foot in 


England, but I apprehend tithes had been introduced into the 
church at large at an carlier period. | 
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« formity to the ſenſe of the apoſtolick age un- 
« derſtands it, the body or congregation of the faith. 
« ful. Accordingly tithes, in the original inſti. 
* tution of them, were not conſidered as a pro- 
© viſion for the clergy alone, but as the eſtate of 
© the church, out of which the poor, and the 
© places for religious worſhip, were to be provided 
© for.” He further obſerves, from ſundry au- 
thorities, that tithes were originally received by 
the clergy under à truſt: But amongſt the nu- 
merous abuſes and deviations from the apoſtolical 
example, which crept into the profeſſing church 
in this night of apoſtacy, forefeen by the Apoſtle 
Peter, and foretold in the following terms, There 
hall be falſe teachers among you, who, through co- 
ant of ſhall with feigned words make merchan- 
dize of you +; the prieſthood no longer, as the 
Apoſtles had done, conſidering the people as 
brethren and fellow-members of the one body, 
detached themſelves into a ſelect corps, with ſe- 
parate intereſts and diſtinct views, aſſuming to 
themſelves the name of the church, and under 
this diſguiſe converted the truſt into a poſſeſſion, 
and engroſſed the whole of the tithes to them- 
ſelves. | 
Selden * hath informed us that tithes were in- 
troduced in England in the eighth century, by 
way of offering, or voluntary contribution ; but 
it was not long before occaſion preſented for 
getting them ſettled by law; for about the year 
794, Offa, king of Mercia, made a law, where- 
by he gave to the church the tithes of - all 
his kingdom, in expiation (as hiſtorians tell us) 
for the death of Ethelbert, king of the Eaſt 
.Angles, whom in the year preceding he had 


+ 2 Peter, 2, 3. 
* Cunningham's Law Dictionary. 
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cauſed moſt baſely to be murdered +, which was 
the firſt, law. whereby the prieſts claimed them as 
a legal due, and were enabled to recover them b 

temporal coercion z but this eſtabliſhment of Offa 
reached no farther than his kingdom of Mercia, 
until Ethelwolf, about ſixty years after, extended 
it to the whole kingdom; of which tranſaction 
a late + hiſtorian gives this account: That the 
eccleſiaſticks, not content with the donations of 
land made them by the Saxon princes and nobles, 
and with the temporary oblations from the de- 
rotion of the people, caſting a wiſhful eye on 
a vaſt revenue, which they 7 IR as belonging 
to them by a divine, indefeaſible and ; inherent 
title, ſeized the preſent fayourable- opportunity 
of making the, acquiſition, when a — ſuper- 
ſtitious prince was on the throne, and when the 
people, diſcouraged. , by their loſſes, from the 
Danes, and terrifiec with the fear of future in- 
raſions, were ſuſceptible of any impreſhon which 
bore. the appearance of religion- However little 
verſed in the ſcriptures, they had been able to 
diſcoyer that the prieſts. under the Jewiſh law 
poſſeſſed a tenth of all the produce of the land; 
and forgetting what they themſelves had taught, 
that the moral part, only of that law was obli- 
gatory on chriſtians, they inſiſted that this do- 
nation ,was. a perpetual property conferred by 
Heaven on thoſe who officiated at the altar. 
During ſome centuries, the whole ſcope of ſer- 
mons and homilies was directed to this purpoſe ; 


+ The treacherous prince, deſirous of re-eſtabliſhing his cha- 
retter in the world, and perhaps of appeaſing the remorſes of 
his own conſcience, payed great court to the clergy: He gave 
the tenth of all his goods to the church, beſtowed rich dona- 
tions on the cathedral of Hereford, and made a pilgrimage to 
Rome, where, to ingratiate himſelf with the Pontiff, he im- 
poſed on his ſubjeRs the tax denominated Peter- pence. 

Hume. Hume, Vol. 1. Ch. 1. 
: | and 
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and one would have imagined from the general 
tenor of thefe diſcourſes, that all the practical 
parts of chriſtianity were comprehended in the 
exact and faithful payment of tithes to the clergy, 
' I conjettufe the revolution in England, pro- 
duced by the Norman invaſion, which made a 
confiderable change in the conſtitution, might 
introduce ſome encrotehmetits on the influence 
and revenues of the prieſthood ; which the rigid 
deſpotifm of the conguerbr; the irreligious turn of 
William Rufus, and the ſagacity of Henry I. pre- 
vented them from recovering in the degree the; 
wiſhed : But that keeping a watchful eye for every 
favourable opportunity, both to recover what 
they had loſt, to poſſeſs themſelves of further 
advantages, and to Tecure their poſſeſſions, the 
death of Henty, without x male heir, preſented it“. 
During the reign of Henry, the barons and 
© cletgy were growing into power; each was 1 
© petty tyrant over thoſe who held under him: 
© In order, 1 1 to confirm their privileges, 
© they joined in electing a king who might owe 
© to them, and not to any previous claim, his 
« prerogative and ſceptre. With ſuch intentions 
© they pitched upon Stephen, nephew to the 
© deceaſed king, in violation to their oaths to 
« Matilda, his daughter, for which the biſhops 
© gave them an · abſolution. Stephen was ready 
© enough to conſent to All their exorbitant de- 
© mands ;z he acknowledged the crown as their 
gift, not his juſt inheritance, and confirmed 
© all the immunities, privileges and claims of the 
n 396 e eee e 

'Fhe anſwer to the country parſon's plex hath 
given us the preamble to the inſtrument where- 


* Hiſtory of England, in a Series of Letters from 'a Noble 
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man to his Son, Vol. 1. p. 74, 75. | 


cnt way cw - & ay cas CWP. FTW. = * 


„ 0... 


FOR NOT PAYING TITHES. 67 


by Stephen granted his confirmation, as a curi- 
ous ſpecimen” of the conſiderations upon which 
theſe claims were originally made and eſtabliſh- 
ed, viz. © Becauſe through the. providence of 
« divine mercy we know it to be ſo ordered, 
« and by the church's publiſhing it far and near 
« every body hath heard that by the diſtributi- 
« on of alms perſons may be abſolved from the 
« bonds of fin, and acquire the rewards of hea- 
« venly joys, I Stephen, by the grace of God, 
« king of England, being willing to have part 
« wth them who by an happy kind of trading 
« exchange heavenly things for earthly; and 
« {ſmitten with the love of God, and for the 
e ſalvation of my own ſoul, and the ſouls of my 
« father and mother, and all my forefathers and 
« anceſtors, confirm tithes and other donations 
« to the church,” To which the author adds, 
After ſuch a ſpecimen as this I cannot have 
© the leaſt doubt but eſtates given under ſuch 
« conſiderations are, of all others, the moſt pro- 
« per for the diſpoſition of parliament.“ 

Frou this account of the origin of this claim 
in the profeſſed Chriſtian church it appears ma- 
nifeſt it was not the work of any Chriſtiau 
ſtate, but an impoſition of ſelfiſh eccleſiaſties on 
the errors, ignorance and ſuperſtition of thoſe 
ages which they had deſignedly nouriſhed for 
their oven finiſter purpoſes, in which we trace 
no marks: of wiſdom, properly ſpeaking, except 
mean deceit, under the maſk of ſanctity, and 
pious fraud, (as it was termed) deſerve that name: 

And to equal wiſdom are we indebted for tie 


1 


tranſlation of the claim into the Proteſtant church, 
as hath already been ſhewn. 4s 4 

That ignorant and ſuperſtitious people ſhould 
eaſily ſubmit to cunningly deviſed fables in the 
faſt, introduQticn of this antichriſtian demand, 
bas @- = - ws - 
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That at the reformation, when prieſts and peo. 
ple, juſt emerging out of darkneſs, were very 
much divided in ſentiment and inclination be- 
tween the old religion and the new, crafty ec- 
cleſiaſticks, averſe to that religion which threat- 
ened the demolition of their principal props, pay 
and power, found means to influence an arbi- 
trary ruler to divide the ſpoil, may leſs. excite 
our wonder than that the tithe-laws ſhould con- 
tinue ſo much in the ſame ſtate in which Romiſh 
policy contrived them, and an imperfect refor- 
mation adopted them, in this age of clearer 
light, when the principles upon which they were 
founded are generally exploded, and the viſio- 
nary ſervices for which tithes were partly grant- 
ed are entirely in diſrepute, I think it is more 
than probable that the diſcernment and modera- 
tion of theſe latter ages having rejected the prin- 
ciples which were the original foundation of 
tithes, would naturally have rejected the tithes 
alſo; or if they did not think proper to repeal, 
would have modified theſe tithe-laws with more 
equal regulations ere now, were it not that the 
clergy, ſi forming a body diſtin from the 
body of the people, with ſeparate views and 
intereſts, have conſtantly watched over the in- 
tereſts of the church, improperly ſo called, that 
is their own intereſts, with a jealouſy ready to 
take the alarm at every attempt, however rea- 
ſonable, which they apprehended had ever ſo a 
remote tendency to affect their revenues, or 
even their power of inflicting penalties on thoſe 
who queſtioned their claims, and to exert the 
weight of their united influence, which from 
their character and connexions is a very power- 
ful one, to fruſtrate any ſuch attempt. | 

6. Becauſe tithes were one of the many in- 
© novations and impoſitions introduced into the 
| church 
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church in the night of groſs darkneſs and 

« apoſtacy from the original purity, and as ſuch 
to be rejected, withſtood and teſtified againſt 
« in the reformation or return from the apoſ- 
tac. 
75 Becauſe tithes for the ſole uſe of the pa- 
riſh- prieſt obtained not till about the thir- 
teenth century, when they were appointed to 
© be ſo paid by a decretal epiſtle of Pope Inno- 
« cent III.” 

To which the author of the © Plain Reaſons? 
makes this laconic reply: * In the ordinances 
« and decretal epiſtles of Popes the ſubject be- 
« fore us is not at this day concerned, nor are 
« we leſs ready to condemn every papal uſurpa- 
tien, whether of Innocent III. or any other, 
« than they who refuſe to pay tithes.” 

As it is an allowed maxim, that in order to 
prevent decay or degeneracy in any community 
it is requiſite frequently to recur to its firſt prin- 
ciples; of conſequence when decay or degene- 
racy hath entered into a community, in reform- 
ing the corruption introduced' thereby the like 
recourſe is to be had, in order to meaſure the 
degree of degeneracy, and reſtore the conſtitu- 
tion to its original ſtate of ſtrength and perfec- 
tion; and in proportion to the correction of 
abuſes, and the reduction of the conſtitution to 
the original model, the reformation is more or. 
leſs compleat z and as far as abuſes and impoſiti- 
ons are in any part retained, the reformation it- 
ſelf wants reforming. Now, however this reaſon- 
ing may hold good with reſpect to civil ſociety, 
it certainly. muſt be admitted with reſpect to the 
church of Chriſt, which being a divine, not a hu- 
man inſtitution, was in its moſt perfect ſtate in 
its firſt riſe, under the conduct and inſtructions 
of the apoſtles; who received their commiſſion 
immediately 
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immediately from heaven, as well as divine wif. 
dom and authority to edify the church in ſaving 
faith, and [eſtabliſh it in righteouſneſs: An 
through their ſucceſsful and effectual labours un- 
der this ſacred influence the church became con- 
ſpicuouſly illuſtrious, and under their counſel and 
conduct, exerted in the divine wiſdom they were 
inveſted with, maintained her brightneſs during 
. their age, being dignified with all the*beauty of 
holineſs : as a city ſet upon a hill, her light fieq 
-a haſtre, attracting both Jews and Gentiles to the 
ſenſe and love of truth. The rectitude of pro- 
feſſed Chriſtianity therefore is to be meaſured by 
this original ſtandard of perfection; and as we 
find the ordinances and decretal epiſtles of Popes 
Have introduced cuſtoms and impoſitions un- 
known and unſought for in that age of primitive 
purity, as far as any of thoſe impoſitions are re- 
tained at this day, ſo far is the ſubject before us 
concerned therein; ſo far, upon the principles 
.of the reformation, we think that we ought to 
bear public teſtimony to the purity of the Goſ- 
pel, unmixed with the inventions of human wil- 
dom and fſelhfh policy, which cannot refine, but 
may, as they have done, mar the beauty and dim 
the luſtre of this divine inſtitution—and ſo far 
the reformation appears to us to want reform- 
ing: And tithes being one of theſe human im- 
poſit ions without authority from the Goſpel, we 
bear our teſtimony againſt them as ſuch ; and if 
our opponents are as ready to condenin all papal 
wfurpations as we are, I am perſuaded they will 
do ſo too- r 
But I ſuppoſe the author of the Plain Reaſons 
means to let us underitand that it is not by vir- 
tue of any decree of the Pope, which hath now 
no force in theſe dominions, but under a penal 
law of the land, that they now demand them: 
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As we have fully explained ourſelves with reſpect 
to our regard and ſubmiſſion to the laws, active- 
ly or Pallet, it is ſuperfluous to make any ad- 
dition on that ſubject, 254 I may obſerve that 
human laws do not alter the nature of things; 
that if any thing be wron in itfelf no mode of 
eſtabliſhing it can make it right, nor are tithes 
in any degree more aſſimilated to the original 
appointment for Goſpel miniſters by a civil law 
than by an eccleſiaſtical decree. | 5 
We give as the eighth and concluſive reaſon 
for our conſcientious refuſal to pay tithes, 
8. © Becauſe the ordinance 1 the Pope, di- 
© reCting the payment thereof, appears to us a 
t plain contradiction to the ordinance of Jcſus 
© Chriſt, whoſe ordinances, in point of conſci- 
© ence, we are bound to obey.” | 
On this our author remarks: . 3 
8. « There is an ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt 
« himſelf which appears to be nearly a caſe in 
« point :—The Phariſees and Herodians enquire 
ec whether it was lawful to pay tribute to Cæſar 
« or not? The conſciences of one of thofe ſets 
© told them, Not. Being Jews they could not, 
« jt ſeems, conſcientiouſly pay tribute to a hea- 
« then prince: And what doth Chriſt anſwer ? 
© Render to Cæſar the things that are Cæſar's, 
« and to God the things that are God's,” 
I dv not conceive this paſſage of ſcripture to 
bear any relation to the ſubject under conſide- 
ration, nor that the turn the author gives it, is 
fairly deducible from the text. One might na- 
turally imagine, from his repreſentation, that 
the Phariſees and Herodians were conſcientious 
men, who applied to our Saviour as a feacher 9 
truth, who accepted not the perſons of any, in the 


ſincerity of their hearts, for the reſolving of 


their doubts in a caſe of conſcientious fcruple ; 
whereas 
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whereas the Evangeliſts concurrently repreſent 
them to be actuated by a treacherous delign to 
enſnare him in his words, and to put this cap. 
tious queſtion, with a hope of drawing ſome ex- 
preſhon from him, from whence they might ex- 
tort occaſion to render him obnoxious to the 
civil power, as an enemy to Cæſar—and there. 
fore reſembles not our caſe at all, but rather 
theirs who on any diſguſt at oppoſition to eccle- 
ſiaſtical encroachments, or Lifſent from the opi- 
nions of an hierarchy, or juſt reprehenſion of 
inconſiſtency. of demeanor, immediately endea- 
vour to pervert the offence they take, into an of- 
fence againſt the ſtate, and act of diſobedience 
to the civil power, in order to expoſe offen- 
ders to the penalty of the. laws, or procure penal 
laws for their puniſhment. 2 | 
As to the anſwer which Chriſt made to theſe 
inſidious enquirers, we carefully obſerve it as a 
rule of conduct, and in obedience to his pre- 
ſcription we pay cuſtoms, duties and other taxes 
to government, both in gratitude for the pro- 
tection and indulgence we receive from govern- 
ment, in regard to our religious ſentiments, and 
becauſe Chriſt commanded it: For the like rea- 
ſon we do not pay tithes nor prieſt's wages, be- 
cauſe Chriſt never commanded them, but on the 
contrary commanded his miniſters to preach the 
Goſpel freely, contenting themſelves with eat- 
ing and drinking ſuch things as ſhould be freely 
adminiſtered. _ _ 
From this paſſage the author draws this infe- 
rence, which I preſume doth not naturally fol- 
low from it : © Is it not then a fair conclufion 
« to draw from this deciſion, that conſcience, 
cc or a different profeſſion of religion, is no juſt 
« plea for refuſing obedience to the known or 
« Jawtul commands of government.” 1 
| | 4 
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To this Qu. I perceive nb cauſe of heſita- 
tion to anſwer 'plainly—No, it is not. 1. Be- 
cauſe we have no reafon to believe the enquiry 
of the Jews originated from any conſcientious; 
but from a maltcious motive—it is therefore no 
parallel caſe. 2. Although a different profeſſion 
of religion be admitted to be no juſt plea for 
refuſing obedience to the known and lawful. 
commands of govetnmient, from which thoſe of 
that profeſſion receive protection in their civil 
rights, it doth not follow that it is no juſt plea 
againſt contributing to the ſupport of the teach- 
ers of another profeſſion,. from whom they re- 
ceive nothing. 3. What is meant by iat com- 
mands of government needs explaining: If the 
term Jawful be reſtricted to civil concerns, to- 
the promotion of fobriety, peaceable demeanor 
and moral rectitude, we frankly profeſs obedi- 
ence, and confirm our profeſſion by our prac- 
tice z nor ever thought the plea of conſcience, 
br a different perfuaſion in religion, could juſ- 
tify us in the violation of ſuch like ordinances of 
governinent : But if it be extended to comprize 
any ordinance of man, which upon ſincere and 
deliberate comparing, by the beſt light we are 
favoured with, appears to us inconſiſtent with the 
law of God, or the ſcriptures of truth, then it 
is not a fair concluſion from this deciſion, that 
ienſcienre it no juſt pled ; For the dominion over 
the conſcience being God's prerogative, where- 
ever a diſagreement of this nature impels the ſin- 
tere heart to give the preference to the higher 
prerogative, there is a manifeſt fulfilling of the 
precept, © render unto Cæſar the things that are 
Cæſar's, and unto God the things that are God's. 
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On the concluſion of the piece, to which I am 
now advanced, I have only. to remark, that the 
prayer for us implies an apprehenſion that our 
minds are clouded under the miſts of error and 
* prejudice,” which appears to me a prejudging 
the matter. By the publication of our ſentiments, 
we appeal to the public to determine on which 
fide. the error lies, & adhuc ſub judice lis oft, 
the matter as yet remains undecided.“ And I 
preſume it might have a happy tendency to the 
accompliſhing of the author's deſire, that we 
may hold the unity of the ſpirit in the bond. 
of peace, if tithes, as a bone of perpetual 
contention, were removed out of the way, or at 
leaſt ſo modified as to occaſion leſs uneaſineſs than 
it appears they hitherto have done. 

If ſo many reaſons, which appear to me far 
from nugatory, can be advanced againſt the tithes 
of the clergy who have a public ſervice appointed 
them in conſideration of receiving this public 
proviſion, more forcibly ſtill muſt they operate 
againſt thoſe receiyed by impropriators who per- 
form no public ſervice whatever in lieu thereof. 

I am apprehenſive that prejudice and reſent- 

ment, ever watchful. and acute to find out or 
make occaſions of offence, and ut invyidious 
conſtructions on the author's reaſoning or de- 
ſigns, who treats upon a diſguſting ſubject, » WAY 
take up and endeavour to propagate evil ſurmi 
ings againſt me, as miſtiming this publication, 
at a ſeaſon when commotions have ariſen to an 
alarming height on account of the taxation which 
is the ſubject of this treatiſe. Againſt ſuch an 
objection, ſhould it ariſe, I juſtify myſelf by ob- 
ſerving that the occaſion was given, and neither 

ſought nor deſired by me 3 and if the ok | 
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which I profeſs myſelf a member had not been 
directly addreſſed, I ſhould have been well pleaſed 
to have holden myſelf excuſed from taking up a 
pen upon the ſubjeCt ; but we have judged it 
requiſite, whenever particularly called upon, to 
render a reaſon of our hope and faith in meek- 
neſs and fear; and are, as a people, averſe to 
riots, tumults and party diſſenſions of every kind. 
and no more approve the tumultuary manner in 
which this impoſition is withſtood, than the im- 
poſition itſelf, really regretting that a ſpirit of 
diſcord is gone forth, wing ſedition, and fo-— 
menting jealouſies, to the diſturbing of the peace 
of the nation: We pray the Almighty, that out of 
his great mercy he may be graciouſly pleaſed to 
influence both the legiſlative and executive body 
of government with wiſdom to ſupport their au- 
thority with equity, and promote the peace and 
proſperity of the kingdom by righteous meaſures 
and legal rule. * = 
Although I differ with the author of the 
Plain Reaſons? on the ſubject in controverſy, 
and feel no conviction from his arguments, yet I 
really reſpect his moderation and temper: And 
as I reſpeCt this moderate temper in others, I am 
diſpoſed to cultivate it myſelf, and reluctant to * 
give occaſion of offence to any individual. If | 0 
any expreſſion or remark in the preceding pages 
ſnould be conſtrued as a reflection on the clerical 
order, I flatter myſelf that upon candid conſider- 
ation it will be attributed to the nature of my 
ſubject, which could not be traced from its origi- 
nal, or placed in full view and a juſt light, with- 
out ſuch like remarks. Nor do any remarks | 
upon the conduct of ſome of this order, ages ago, 


reflect diſhonour upon any of our cotemporaries 1 
who 
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he, do not adopt their ſpirit or imitate theit 


practice. R 

To the church by law eſtabliſhed I bear no de 

free of malignity; but have ever eſteemed the 
eiril government in hands of her members, of 
moderate principles, beſt ſuited to the nature of 
the conſtitution, Ind to the peace and public 
welfare of the ſtate. To the power wy this ex- 
cellent conſtitution. veſted in the legiſlature, to 
the ſovereipnty in tiſt preſent reigning family, 

ve beat true allegiance without 'diffimulation, 
ſrom duty, gratitude and intereſt, becauſe under 
them we have enjoyed an eaſe and protection in 
our civil and religious rights unknown to out an- 
ceſtors, who ſuffered long, unjuſt and cruel per- 
ſecutions with chriſtian meekneſs, patience and 
fortitude, under moſt or all the ſucceſſive govern- 
ments previous to the Revolution. And a mi- 
niſter of the goſpel, who religiouſly devoteth him- 
ſelf to diſcharge the duties of his office, mu# 
ever be a very reſpectable character, becauſe he is 
placed in a capacity to do much good. 
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